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TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 1956 


Unitep Srates SENATE, 
Suscommirree To InvesTicATeE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Security Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 2 p. m., in room P-63, 
United States Capitol Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins pre- 
siding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William A. Rusher, 
administrative counsel; and Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Warxins. The committee will be in session. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Munsell, would you come forward please ? 

Senator Warxrns. Raise: your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you give in the matter now 
pending before this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, ed 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Munset. I do. 

Senator Watkins. Proceed. 

Mr. Morris. Will you be seated ? 

Mr. Donner, will you identify yourself for the record, please ? 

Mr. Donner. Yes. Iam Mr. Munsell’s counsel. My name is Frank 
J. Donner, and my address is 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER E. 0. MUNSELL, NEW YORK, N. Y., 
ACCOMPANIED BY FRANK J. DONNER, HIS ATTORNEY 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Munsell, will you give your name and address to 
the reporter ? 

Mr. Munse.t. Certainly. Alexander E. O. Munsell, 324 West 20th 
Street, New York City 11, N. Y. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or occupation, Mr. Munsell ? 

Mr. MunseEu. I am a retired businessman, sir. 

Mr. Morris. You area retired businessman ? 

Mr. Munsetu. Correct. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you attend a meeting of the Religious Free- 
dom Committee on April 11, 1956, in New York City? 

Mr. Monsett. April Tec. 

Mr. Morris. It was held at the gallery, National Arts Club, 15 
Gramercy Park South, New York City. 

Mr. Munsetx. To the best of my knowledge, I was at that meeting. 

Mr. Morris. You were at that meeting ? 
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Mr. Munse tt. As far as I know. 

Mr. Morris. Were you there as an individual or were you there 
representing someone else ? 

Mr. Munseu. I was there as an individual. 

Mr. Morris. As an individual. Now, you are the treasurer for the 
Reverend Dr. Melish, are you not ? 

Mr. Munsexyt. This question that you are asking seems to me to 
come under the first amendment on the question of free exercise of 
religion, and therefore I decline to answer on the grounds that this 
comes under the first amendment also. 

Mr. Donner. Mr. Morris, may the question be repeated ? 

Mr. Morris. You are the treasurer, are you not, for the Reverend 
Dr. Melish? That is a committee of Dr. Melish’s. You act as the 
treasurer to collect money for him, do you not? 

Mr. Munsett. My understanding of the Constitution, the first 
amendment, refers to the field of religion, the free exercise of religion, 
as one of the things guaranteed under the first amendment. And on 
that ground I decline to answer this question. 

Senator Warxins. The Chair takes a contrary view, and you are 
directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Munsetu. Mr. Chairman, I can only repeat that I feel this is an 
invasion of my right of religious freedom, and I can only decline. 

Senator Watkins. Do you realize that, in declining, you possibly 
may be in the situation of a proceeding for contempt of the Congress 

Mr. Munseti. Mr. Chairman 

Senator Warkrns. It is my duty to warn you. 

Mr. Munsetu. I understand. If it is a matter of my conscience, I 
feel that I have no choice but to take this stand, sir. 

Senator Warkins. With what I have just said in mind, I again 
(lirect you to answer the question. 

Mr. Munseti. And I again make the same reply, sir, that under the 
free exercise of religion clause of the first amendment, I am not willing 
to answer the question." 

Senator Warxrns. I shall not argue the matter with you. I have 
merely for the record made this record, and I will let it stand at that. 
You may proceed. 

Mr. Morris. You are a member of the Communist Party, are you 
not, Mr. Munsell ? 

Mr. Munsett. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
under the fifth amendment no one may compel me to be a witness 
against myself. 

Senator Warkins. You are claiming the protection of the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Munsett. I do, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you present at this meeting of April 11 at 
which the plans were set forth whereby the Religious Freedom Com- 





1 Subsequently, the subcommittee received from Mr. Munsell the following affidavit, 
dated at New York and sworn to on June 16, 1956, before Ethel Supnick, a notary public 
of Kings County, N. Y.: 

“Alexander O. Munsell, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

“1. On Tuesday, June 12, 1956, I appeared under a subpena before the Internal Security 
Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

“2. I was asked the following question: ‘Are you treasurer of the ‘‘Melish Committee” ?’ 
In response to this question, I invoked the first amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. On advice of counsel, I now waive my previous reply, and answer that 
I am treasurer of the Parishoners Committee for Holy Trinity.” 
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mittee, in association with the Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
would take action to prevent the publishing of a handbook of this 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee / 

Mr. Munse.u. If my memory serves me right, I arrived at that 
meeting somewhat late, and I am not too sure just what took place at 
that meeting. I am trying to recall as best I can what was being said 
when I came in, but I am unable to remember. 

Mr. Morris. Don’t you remember that Dr. Harry F. Ward said, 
before all these people present, that steps, drastic steps, would have 
to be taken to prevent the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
from publishing its handbook called Handbook for Americans, ex- 
plaining the role and function of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Munse tt. I do not recall whether I heard Dr. Ward speak at 
that meeting or not, as I did get there quite late. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Munsell, what was your business before you 
retired ? 

Mr. Munsetu. It was the publishing of color charts. 

Mr. Morris. Was it your own business or did you work for someone? 

Mr. Munse.u. Well, it is a business—it is called the Munsell Color 
Co. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever live in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Munsetw. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever run for office in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Munset. I did not catch that. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever run for office in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Munsetu. No; not that I recall. 

Mr. Morris. There was an Alex Munsell who was a candidate for 
the city council in Baltimore in 1939. Was that you? 

Mr. Munsetu. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
under the fifth amendment I may not be compelled to be a witness 
against myself. 

Mr. Morris. The Daily Worker of New York, of Friday, January 27, 
1939, lists you as a candidate on the Communist Party ticket, or lists 
Alex Munsell, spelled the same way as you spell your name, as candi- 
date for the city council, fourth councilmanic district, together with 
a man named Bernard J. Weinkrantz. Do you know a man named 
Weinkrantz ? 

Mr. Munsetu. I rely on my answer previously given. 

Mr. Donner. May the record show that that is the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Now, can you recall that the Reverend Lee H. Ball spoke at this 
meeting of April the 11th? 

Mr. Munsett. I really can’t remember who spoke at the meeting, 
sir. I came in late and things were going on at that time, and I know 
nothing more than that I was at the meeting, but I have very little 
recollection of what was said or anything else. I think it was within 
half an hour or 20 minutes of the end of the meeting that I got there. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, subject to the approval of the chairman 
and the full committee, I have here a report as to what happened at 
that meeting, and I was wondering how we can have some of these 
facts to get into the record. This witness today says he cannot recall 
what happened at that meeting. 

Senator Warkxins. What is the record or this statement that you 
have? 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, it is an outline of a plan that the Religious 
Freedom Committee, working in concert with the Methodist Council 
for Social Action, would take in an effort to prevent the Senate com- 
mittee from publishing its handbook. One of the things they men- 
tion here in April is that they had hoped to get a judge to sign an 
injunction, oa that they had taken it up with their counsel, who was 
named in here, who would make an effort to get an injunction. 

Senator Watkins. What is the background of this statement? 
How did you get it? Who vouches for it? 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would rather not go into that in public 
session. 

Senator Warxrns. I see. 

Mr. Morris. With respect to Miss Roberts, Senator Watkins has 
to go over to the Judiciary Committee now. I was wondering if we 
could have a conference after he leaves about when we could take her 
testimony. 

Mr. Donner. Very well. 

Senator Warxtins. I am sorry I cannot stay to continue the hear- 
ing. But the Judiciary Committee set a meeting for 2 o’clock this 
afternoon, and I have one of the major measures to be considered, and 
they cannot proceed very well without me. 

So this meeting will be recessed subject to the call of the chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 2:10 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.) 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 1956 


Unirep Srates SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE 
To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
INTERNAL Securtry Act AND OruHer INTERNAL 
Securrry Laws or THE CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:45 a. m., in room 
318, Senate Office Building, Senator William E. Jenner presiding. 

Present: Senator Jenner. 

Also present: Senator McCarthy; Robert Morris, chief counsel; 
Benjamin Mandel, research director; William A. Rusher, adminis- 
trative counsel; and Robert C. McManus, investigations analyst. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to order. 

The witness will be sworn. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, will you stand, please ? 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear that the testimony you give in 
this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Dr. Dopp. I do. 

Senator JENNER. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 


TESTIMONY OF BELLA V. DODD, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, the subject of today’s hearing will 
be the Communist penetration of political parties and Communist 
activities within the industrial scene. 

This meeting has been preceded by an executive session at which 
sworn testimony was taken from the present witness. 

Dr. Dodd, I wonder if you would tell us for the record roughly 
what position you occupied in the Communist Party, the top posi- 
tion that you had. 

Dr. Dopp. I was a member of the national committee. I was a 
member of the [New York] State committee, and I was legislative 
representative and functioned for it on the State secretariat. I was 
a member of various committees of the party, like the women’s com- 
mittee, labor Committee, and education committee, and numerous 
others. 

Mr. Morris. And you were expelled from the Communist Party in 
1949, were you not? 

Dr. Dopp. I was. 

Mr. Morris. And you were, prior to that time, a member of the 
national committee ? 

Dr. Dopp. I was. 
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Mr. Morris. And you also were in charge of political affairs for the 
Communist Party in New York City; were you not ! 

Dr. Dopp. I was for a period. 

Mr. Morris. What was the period, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Roughly in 1944-45-46. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Would you generally describe for the committee what your role was 
at that time ? 

Dr. Dopp. On the political scene, it was my obligation to study and 
analyze the State of New York from the point of view of getting as 
much Communist advance in public office as possible. This meant 
analyzing the possibilities of capturing congressional seats, senatorial, 
State senator, State assembly, and citywide and statewide offices. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Now, in that position, Dr. Dodd, you had to know the identities and 
the nature of the activities of certain persons who were Communists 
and subordinate to you; is that right, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I notice that you mentioned in your book, Dr. Dodd, on 
page 192: 

Now the die was cast and we followed the election decisions made previously. 
With O’Dwyer’s election the Communists placed one of their ablest men in city 
hall as confidential secretary to the new mayor. 

Now, I wonder if you would tell us here for the record the circum- 
stances which supported the statement in your book: School of Dark- 
ness ? 

Dr. Dopp. Bill O’Dwyer appointed Paul Ross, who was an attorney 
and former member of the Communist Party, known to me as a member 
of the Communist Party, as confidential secretary. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a party to that behind the scenes? 

Dr. Dopp, I had known Paul Ross for a good number of years. 

Mr. Morrts. You had known him as a Communist? 

Dr. Dopp. And by this time, we knew that Mayor O’Dwyer, who 
had received the support of the Communist Party in the election 
campaign—— 

Mr. Morris. Now, what election campaign was that, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. 1945. We knew that he would make certain appoint- 
ments. Now, ordinarily the appointments are not necessarily of Com- 
munist Party members or known Communist Party members, but 
those who were friendly or those who were close to the party. But in 
the case of Paul Ross, it was a question of having someone who was a 
key person at city hall, through whom party requests and party prob- 
lems could be channeled. 

Mr. Morris. And did you thereafter work with Paul Ross in con- 
nection with your official capacity as the head of the Communist Party 
election activity in New York State? 

Dr. Dopp. I worked with Paul Ross and so did many other people 
in the party work with Paul Ross. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us some general examples, 
Dr. Dodd, as to how you carried on this activity. 

Dr. Dopp. Well, we generally prepared for elections at least a year 
or 2 years in advance, setting down the line and the strategy of the 
election campaign. For instance, for the 1946 election, we worked 
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beginning with the end of the 1945 election and on through the election 
campaign of 1946. We would cover the various districts and decide 
which Fistricts could be taken over from the conservatives, from the 
people who were antirnarty, who were opposed to the program of the 
party, and decide where the key effort should be placed. 

_ For instance, in 1944, back to 1944, the decision was made in the 
State committee of the Communist Party that the 29th Congressional 
District was to be take:: away from the man who then held it and was 
to be captured by a liberal, progressive candidate. That was Hamil- 
ton Fish’s district. By 1946, we were making decisions as to what the 
statewide ticket should be like as a whole. And in that respect, we 
would be working with—since the Communist Party controlled the 
American Labor Party, and since the Communist Party controlled a 
section of the labor movement itself, which was important in political 
action, since the Communist Party had some very strong support 
within certain of the mass organizations of the minority groups, it was 
very important for the political program of the party to cover all of 
these groups—and therefore we worked with someone who was within 
the Democratic Party, someone who was within the Republican Party, 
someone who was in the Labor Party, and worked with people in the 
trade unions and the mass organizations and mapped out our strategy. 

But the final strategy as to who should run from which districts 
and who should receive the Labor Party support, the Communist 
Party support, and the support of all those groups that the Communist 
Party controlled, the decision was finally made, of course, by the State 
committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was Clifford T. McAvoy active at this time? 

Dr. Dopp. Clifford McAvoy had been appointed during the La- 
Guardia administration as his welfare commissioner. Clifford Mc- 
Avoy had come from City College where he had taught French, and 
he had been chairman of an organization that achieved a great deal 
of popularity, called the Anti-Fascist Organization. Clifford had 
become a party member, and when the mayor selected him for the 
welfare position, he was a party member, and thereafter, of course, 
Clifford was an important person used by the party in various 
positions. 

McAvoy was a pleasant person, an able person, and made a very 
good candidate. He was used for different offices. 

Mr. Morris. The New York City Welfare Commissioner at this 
time was an important position ; was it not ? 

Dr. Dopp. Extremely important, because of the political problems 
which surrounded the giving of relief. Now, unfortunately, that 
question had not been resolved. At present, I do think we have elim- 
inated the question of political considerations on the granting of relief. 
But at that time the granting of relief was still instinct with politics. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, was there, let us say, within the Re- 
publican Party, a certain group—did you have a certain group work- 
ing within the Republican Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. I worked with a certain number of people. They 
weren’t the most important people; they were rather tangential people, 
but I worked with certain Republican people, and there were those 
who were my superiors who worked with others who were superior 
to me. 
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Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us something about an opera- 
tion that you had within the Republican Party. Let us begin with 
that particular party. 

Dr. Dopp. Wall, we had a member—we had a member of the Young 
Republican Party within our committee, who reported back to us what 
was going on. 

Mr. Morris. The Young Republican Club, you mean ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. That is the New York Young Republican Club. You 
had a Communist Party member in the New York Young Republican 
Club—— 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris (continuing). Who reported back to you on what hap- 
pened ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know a man named Jules Justin ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Jules Justin ? 

Dr. Dopp. He was a person in the Republican Party who was also a 
member of the Communist Party, and he ran for various political 
offices in the Republican Party. 

Mr. Morris. He was the man who ran for Congress, was he not, on 
the West Side in New York City? 

Dr. Dopp. I don’t remember the offices he ran for, but he did run for 
Congress, I suppose, if you say so. I don’t remember that. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, can you tell us the identity of the Com- 
munist person who was in the New York Young Republican Club who 
reported back to you? 

r. Dopp. To tell you the truth, at this point I have been trying to 
search my mind for his name and I can’t remember his name. I remem- 
ber his features, but I don’t remember his name. You know, in the 
party we made a great fetish of not remembering names, trying to 
maintain anonymity and trying to call people by their first names. I 
can’t even remember his first name, though. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there anything more you can teil us? 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, because you were there, there is a 
certain section of this testimony of Dr. Dodd that we have taken only 
in executive session until we can get some further corroboration to look 
into it further. 

Senator Jenner. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. I was wondering if there is anything outside of that 
limitation which we asked you to observe—is there anything else you 
can tell us about a particular operation within the Republican Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, the Communist Party doesn’t care where it operates, 
whether it operates in the Democratic or Republican Party or the Labor 
Party or the Liberal Party, as long as they can make some headway. 

Now, you take for instance the Marcantonio district, which was the 
district in which Mare would run in the Democratic, Republican, and 
Labor Party primaries from time to time. There the line between 
Democrat and Republican had been completely obliterated and the 
label of the Republican or Labor or Democratic just didn’t mean 
a cha It was a question of the personality who was running. 

For that reason, it was possible to gain control of the party appa- 


ratus and party machinery in that area. The Communist Party had 
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very close relationship with some of the people who were in the Re- 
publican Party in that area through Marcantonio’s own contact with 
national politics. 

This happens more and more in those districts where political edu- 
cation—where we have had, for instance, a shifting population, a new 
type of population coming in, and where the economic difficulties are 
so great that it is the individual that makes the party rather than the 
principles that make the party. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know a man named Hyman Forstenzer ? 

Dr. Dopp. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Hyman Forstenzer, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Mr. Forstenzer was a member of the teachers union and 
also the brother of one of the Republican leaders on the West Side of 
New York, the Washington Heights area of New York. 

Mr. Morris. Is he now the deputy health commissioner of New 
York State; do you know? 

Dr. Dopp. I heard that he was deputy commissioner of mental 
hygiene in the State of New York. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was he known to you to be a Communist Party 
member ? 

Dr. Dopp. He was. 

Mr. Morris. Was he associated with you in activities within the 
Communist Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. Mr. Forstenzer was an assistant to myself in the work of 
the legislative committee of the teachers union. As a matter of fact, 
he substituted for me when I was away in Albany or in Washington in 
my work as legislative representative. 

Mr. Morris. He was your subordinate, then ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Was he also your subordinate in the Communist Party 

Dr. Dopp. Well, no; because there wasn’t that kind of relationship. 
Mr. Forstenzer had been a member of the Communist Party, of the 
branches in the Bronx, and I was on a city and statewide level. But 
I worked with Mr. Forstenzer within the teachers union and knew that 
he was a Communist within the teachers union. 

Mr. Morris. We have had some testimony recently from a gentleman 
named Barney Conal. Apparently, Mr. Barney Conal has been doing 
surveys, study surveys and statistical surveys for apparently the three 
political parties. In 1952 he was working for the Republicans; in 
1946 he was working for the Democrats; in 1948 he worked for Henry 
Wallace. 

I wonder if you encountered Barney Conal at any time during the 
course of your experience in the Communist Party. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. It is spelled C-o-n-a-l. 

Dr. Dopp, Yes, I knew Mr. Conal for many years. I knew him be- 
cause his wife was a secretary in the furriers’ union and the secretary 
to Ben Gold of the furriers’ union. 

Mr. Morris. Was that Greta Spiro? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

And I knew him also because he was very busy in the ClIO-PAC 
organization and then NC-PAC, which developed in the period of 
1944. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr, Chairman, Mr. Conal testified that he was head 
of war activities for the CIO political action committee during the 
war. 

Dr. Dopp. He was very active in the 1944 election campaign and 
continued active in the development of community groups. 

The purpose of the NC-PAC was to develop a new type political 
organization within the communities, substituting for the old type of 
district clubs and district groups, and the community groups were to 
be based upon representation from various organizations. 

For instance, if I were organizing a community group for Elmhurst, 
that is, if Mr. Conal or anybody else was, during this period of 1944, 
1945, and 1946, if they were organizing a community group, they 
would have a representative there of the teachers’ organizations, a rep- 
resentative of the parents’ organizations, a representative of the 
students’ organizations, a representative of whatever unions were 
within that community. 

In other words, this was an attempt to organize political action 
based upon group representation of unions and social and other 
types of organizations, and these were supposed to assist the trade 
unions in conducting the National and State elections. 

This is a new type of political organization, unlike the old district 
clubs which are made up of individuals who are residents of a com- 
munity. It is local organization on a group basis, with-the decisions 
already made by these groups in their own National and State or- 
ganizations, 

For instance, in a community organization which is being thus 
organized in Elmhurst—I am using Elmhurst as a fictitious com- 
munity—but in a community organization like Elmhurst, you would 
have a representative of the Parent-Teachers Association. Well, their 
decisions on where they stand on various questions have already been 
made through the National Congress of Parents and Teachers or the 
State Congress of Parents and Teachers. 

The representatives of the teachers’ union, well, their decisions have 
already been made in their own organizations. 

In other words, there was a meeting together of already organized 
groups which already had programs, already had made decisions, and 
it was not really representative, perhaps, of the feeling of the individ- 
ual citizens in the community, but rather representative of the or- 
ganized forces within the community. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Conal’s organization was called Community 
Inventory. Can you tell us anything about—I do not mean that par- 
ticular organization—but can you tell us anything about how a re- 
search organization like that operates, drawing on your knowledge and 
the experience you have had, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. I don’t know Mr. Conal’s organization, but I know there 
are numerous political analyses organizations busy at this time, this 
presidential year. What they do, of course, is prepare questionnaires, 
have interviews with various people at home on the question of which 
candidates they would support, and by preparing a loaded question- 
naire they very often fix, within the minds of the people whom they 
circularize, what they really want them to believe in. 

It is part of a propaganda—there is a great deal of propaganda 
— done in these supposedly scientific analyses which are being 
made. 
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I am not saying that this is true of Mr. Conal’s organization, because 
I have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Now, associated with him was a man named Palmer Weber, who also 
worked as his assistant, and whom he testified he brought into his 

ganization, and who also did research and also worked for m: ny of 
the Senators and Congressmen here on Capitol Hill. Did you ever 
encounter Palmer Weber? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I knew Mr. Weber. 

Mr. Morris. Was Palmer Weber a Communist ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know anything about his work in these re 
search organizations that he did for the political parties 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I have known Mr. Weber for many years, and he 
was very active here on Capitol Hill, holding various positions in vari- 
ous Senators’ offices, on questions relating to the work of the Senators. 

Mr. Weber was particularly interested in the Southern Conference 
for Human Rights, and I did know, of course, that Mr. Weber held 
some very important posts with some Republican organizations in 
Connecticut, where they made an analysis of what the best political 
theme should be for a Republican campaign. 

In other words, Mr. Weber was advising some important Republican 
organization up in Connecticut in the period of 1948-49. 

Mr. Morris. And at that time he was a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I knew Mr. Weber was a member of the Communist 
Party up through 1947. I can’t say beyond that. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, generally with respect to all these 
individuals that we have been talking about, and those that we have 
gone into only in executive session, do you find that the political 
strength of the Communist Party is abating or do you think it is in- 
creasing, from your own observations? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I would say that because of the facile change in 
lines being presented by the Communist International, the life of the 
Communists in this country is becoming a lot easier, and I notice that 
there is a great deal more arrogance, a “great deal more agressiveness, 
in coming forth and in accepting positions of importance with the 
assurance that they will not be challenged. 

I would say, Mr. Chairman, that the danger in this country of a 
Communist penetration is much greater today when the line is being 
peddled which says communism is never a threat to the country. 

Senator JENNER. Communism is what? 

Dr. Dopp. Communism is never a threat to this country. That isa 
line that is being peddled. It is an insignificant, unimportant thing. 
It would never threaten this country. 

And that is a line which is being peddled all over the country, both 
on the political front and on the academic front. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, you experienced, did you not, the 
reorganization of the Communist Party—lI notice you have mentioned 
it in your book—that took place in the late 1940's? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us what you know about that reorgani- 
zation ? 

Dr. Dopp. You mean, 1945, 1946, and 1947 ? 
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Mr. Morris. I believe that is when it was, Dr. Dodd. 

Dr. Dopp. As you remember, in 1945, after the Yalta Conference, 
immediately, almost, shortly after the Yalta Conference—the Yalta 
Conference was in February, but by May of 1945 the Communist Party 
of America was thrown into a turmoil because of the publication 
of the so-called Jacques Duclos letter, and Jacques Duclos, as you 
know, was a member of the Third International and was a person who 
was giving directions to the American Communist Party. He was 
also, of course, the leader of the Communist Party in France. | 

Jacques Duclos wrote a letter which was published in a magazine 
called Cahiers du Communisme, and that letter criticized the Ameri- 
can Communist Party for being too soft, too democratic, for believing 
in cooperation with other democratic forces. And the Communist 
Party had, during the period of 10 years previous to that, cooperated 
with practically every force that was willing to work with it in 
America. 

Now suddenly the line was that the party should get back to its 
revolutionary tenet, and that we ought to reestablish the classic as a 
method of teaching our Communist Party members, that we ought to 
begin to define the hard core of the Communists, and the direction was 
given that, after all, the time had come when we Communists, we who 
were members of the Communist Party in America, must get ready 
for the final takeover, and that in the final takeover, you must estab- 
lish a degree of sturdiness and firmness on the part of the membership 
of the party so that they would be firm in doing two things: 

One, if the time came when we had to betray the United States, we 
would be ready to do so without any question; then the question was 
also raised during that purge period that if the labor movement in 
America attempted to come to the defense of this country, the Ameri- 
can Communist must be ready to defeat and to betray the American 
labor movement, also. 

That was one of the great features of the 1945 Duclos letter which 
has been muted in all of our reports, and very little has been done 
with it. 

The Communist was sworn and was pledged and was instructed 
that he not only must be ready to betray his country, his nationalism, 
but he must also, even if he were a class-conscious person, he must be 
ready to betray his own labor movement, his own labor class in this 
country for the purpose of taking over power. 

Of course, as you know, after the 1945 purge, the party did get 
frightened by the attacks which were made upon it and an attempt was 
made by the party to go underground. It did go underground in 
1947. I was present at the national committee meeting in June of 
1947 at which Bill Foster, who had been in Europe and come back, 
after seeing Dmitrov and the various other leaders of the Communist 
Party movement in Europe—Bill Foster made an analysis of how 
the party should go underground. He actually drew the pictures 
on the blackboard, and the techniques. 

Just how it was done, I do not know, because I myself stopped going 
to meetings at this period and made the break at this time, so that 
I don’t know just what happened or how it was done except by reading 
your own reports. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, I think you mention in your book 
Congressman Hugh De Lacy. I think he was a Democratic Con- 
gressman from the west coast. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever encounter Hugh De Lacy at all? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I knew Hugh De Lacy. I knew Hugh De Lacy as 
a member of the Teachers’ Union, as a member of the National Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federation of Teachers, and as a member of the 
Communist fraction within the Federation of Teachers. 

Mr. Morris. Now, this was a Congressman, a man who was a Con- 
gressman from Washington ? 

Dr. Dopp. Hugh De Lacy had also been a member of the State 
legislature out there. 

fr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, we have asked you about how you 
worked within the Republican Party. I wonder if you would tell us 
about some of your activities with the Democratic Party. 

Dr. Dopp. Of course, the Communist Party was obviously in in- 
dustrial and in large city areas working with the Democratic Party, 
to a much larger degree than it would in the Republican Party. 

The work within the Democratic Party proceeded largely—the 
unity was established largely on an opportunistic basis. The Com- 
munists knew what they wanted. They wanted to get men who would 
support them. And very often they would support a man who was 
a weak person, for election to office, because they could get him to do 
what they wanted him to do. 

For instance, I have seen them support a candidate, a man who had 
been in Congress as a Democrat, who had been absent from Congress 
a good deal, who had not attended to his business very often, but 
because they felt they could control him, they would proceed to do 
that. 

Now, in addition to that, once they had pushed a man, then there 
was a question—in a district which was largely becoming radicalized, 
what they would do was to push the man who was in office by getting 
more and more concessions from him until they had practically pushed 
him to the point where he could make no more concessions and then 
they would drop him overboard and stop Sappearen him, in other 
words, a process of eliminating certain people from public office. 

Then there were certain districts, for instance, in the rural areas 
and in States other than New York, where they decided they would 
like to take a particular district, since very little money would have 
to be spent to take a district, and they would send the money into 
that particular area to defeat that particular candidate. 

As far as the Democratic Party is concerned, in a city like New 
York, those who operated within the Labor Party and those who 
operated within the Communist Party, of course, were neighbors and 
friends and relatives of those who were in the Democratic Party, and 
the contacts were continuous. 

I would say that during the LaGuardia campaign, LaGuardia knew 
how to utilize the Communists, and he did utilize them. I have seen 
the day when Mr. LaGuardia would meet with representatives of 
the Communist Party and get their promise to withdraw their can- 
didate for the office he was running for, and then he would go to the 
Liberal Party or to the people uptown who represented the Social 
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Democrats, and he would fulminate against the Communists, even 
though he had already accepted support from them. But he was a 
master strategist in his own right. 

But with successive mayors, “there has been, of course, some dealing 
on the part of the Communists with the Democr atic Party. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know of any instance you could tell us— 
I know this is in the area of the executive session, Dr. Dodd—with 
respect to Paul Ross, who was confidential assistant, or I think you 
described him as an executive assistant, to Mayor O’Dwyer, with 
Communists working with you. I wonder if you would tell us in 
open session, where we have not barred it from the areas staked out 
in executive session. 

Dr. Dopp. I will tell you, Mr. Morris, I am very reluctant to go 
into much of this thing, not because I want to cover up anyone, but 
hecause this whole question of practical politics is such an avenue 
where, let us say, the people operated on an opportunistic basis. Men 
wanted to get into office. If the Communists controlled a certain 
number of votes, they were willing to make deals with the Com- 
munists, and because the word “Communist” had such connotations, 
[ am very reluctant to extend that kind of malice. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, you mention in your book individuals, and 
you even name them, who worked with the Communist Party, even 
though to your knowledge they were not necessarily Communist Party 
members. Have you been following the activities of these people of 
late, Dr. Dodd? Do you observe their activities on the political scene 
now ? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I,see them 

Mr. Morris. Without going into their names? 

Dr. Dopp. I have been interested in them, in part. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find that these people are on the ascendancy 
generally ? 

Dr. Dopp. I would say that by and large those who were being 
supported and assisted during the period ‘of the thirties, the early 
forties, and the middle forties are going ahead at great ‘speed and 
are achieving positions of great importance in policy making divisions 
of our Government. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, I wonder if you would tell us about the 
Communist penetration of the industrial levels. What can you tell 
us about that, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Since this was not my specialty in the party, I can only 
give you very tangential material. 

I became aware of the fact, during the war, that the party had cer- 
tain business ventures from which it derived profit, that it had, for 
instance, associated with its New York County Committee and with 
its New York Waterfront Committee, certain fund-raising groups 
whose total activity was given to raising funds. 

Now, they were raising funds not only for the actual work of the 
arty, because the work of the party was financed largely by dues and 
by contributions from its membership, but I discovered that these 
funds were then used for the purpose of going into business and 

maintaining businesses from which other profits were derived. 

There is no question in my mind that the nightclubs which are 
run by the party, which were run by corporations who were financed 
by the party—I refer to the Cafe Society, both uptown and downtown, 
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and to a number of other nightclubs which the party had an interest 
in. 

In addition to that, because the party, during the war, did main- 
tain, through some of its operators, certain machine shops—as 1] 
understood, they had contracts even with the Government making 
parts for the Government war apparatus. I remember one particular 
incident. The plants were located in various sections of New York, 
and how the profits were distributed I do not know, but the fact that 
the party put confidential and long-trusted Communists in charge of 
them makes me believe that the funds were given to the party. 

Now, I do know that, in the New York County apparatus, which 
Bill Laurence was in charge of for a while, and people like Sam 
Brown and others of this group, that the New York County [appara- 
tus] had a particular group of associated businessmen for the purpose 
of helping to extend finance to various types of business and that the 
party got a cut in the business that was so established. 

Included in that group, to my knowledge, were certain manufac- 
turers of paints and varnishes and things of that kind. There were 
certain real-estate operators who were in that group. There were 
several manufacturers of different items as varied as manufacture of 
dolls, the manufacture of shoulder pads. 

Later on, when the Young People’s Records were established, the 
party was interested in helping to finance that particular group. 

Now, I cannot name you chapter and verse. All of these organiza- 
tions were organized under corporate charters, and therefore it would 
be very difficult to put your finger on them. 

Now, I did know, for instance, that there were a number of pools 
established, through which finances—through which the personal for- 
tunes of wealthier members of the party were pooled for investment 
purposes. That came to my knowledge because I was involved in a 
business transaction. What happened was, we took the wealthy people 
like Louise Bransten and a couple of other people, and then you had 
a group of accountants who handled their investments, and the party 
got its funds from that particular type of group, that they invested 
in things such as building machines and building apparatuses and a 
variety of things. It became apparent to me. 

But as I say, since I was not actually involved in supervising any- 
thing of that kind, I can’t pin it down for you. But I did become 
aware of the fact that in 1946-47, the party’s operation on the business 
front was a tremendous one. 

There is one other thing which I think I ought to put in the record 
and that was that during the period in the early forties there was on 
the Hill, in the Senate, a committee investigating the small-business 
men, or trying to develop a legislative program for small-business men. 
I was told that there were a number of party people who were active 
in that senatorial committee, and that much of the material which was 
developed was made available to the party people, particularly in their 
analysis of the business structure, and that it was used by the party 
people both to go into businesses and to penetrate those businesses 
that were having difficulties. 

You will remember that the National Association of Small-Business 
Men—I have forgotten what the exact title was—but it was established 
and played a great part in the election campaigns in both 1944 and 
then later in 1948. 
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Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, I wonder if you will notice that Henry Col- 
lins, who was one of the witnesses before this committee who has been 
identified as a Communist and was not able to deny it, but instead in- 
voked his privilege under the fifth amendment, that he had an im- 
portant position on the staff of that particular Small Business Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Dopp. I don’t know him. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, you mentioned —— 

Senator JENNER. She was in the middle of an answer. 

Mr. Morris. I am sorry. Continue, please. 

Dr. Dopp. This association of small-business men was an extremely 
important tool in the election campaigns of 1944 and 1948. It was used 
as a method of organizing and penetrating the middle class, both from 
the point of view of getting money and also penetrating it from the 
point of view of political organization. 

Some very important businesses, including the linen business, and, 
as I said, the paint and varnish business, the garage business, perfume 
manufacturing—the variety is infinite. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, there is a special subcommittee of the In- 
ternal Security Subcommittee of which Senator Olin Johnston is the 
chairman and Senator Jenner at present is a member, and it is gen- 
erally looking into the general area of moneys coming into the United 
States and to what extent it is Communist moneys. 

Now, can you relate any of this testimony that you are giving now 
to that general procedure? 

Dr. Dopp. I think this is probably one of the most important, serious 
investigations the Senate could do, because the whole question of who 
controls the finances for investment purposes in this country is some- 
thing we should be aware of as we look toward an answer to, [the ques- 
tion of] will there be another depression, because the people who con- 
trol the finances that are being thrown into the market and withdrawn 
from the market will be able to have a very important influence upon 
either a continued equilibrium in business or a possible fall in business. 

I do believe that that investigation will develop material which the 
American people will stress soberly, and it is extremely important 
for their very survival. 

Mr. Morris. And, Dr. Dodd, you did notice in the closing days of 
your Communist Party activity that here was a great emphasis on 
the part of the party to enter into financial and fiscal arrangements? 

Dr. Dopp. As a matter of fact, the party seems to be going that 
way much more than it was in any other line. That was the thing which 
they were most interested in, to explore new avenues for investment 
purposes and for moneymaking purposes. 

It was one of the things that finally made me realize that this party, 
which I had thought was an idealistic party, for the interest of the 
workers, was really interested in other things besides the workers, and 
they were just using the workers for their own end. 

_ Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, you mentioned the name of Louise Bransten 
in connection with your testimony. Did you know that Louise Bran- 
sten was a Communist ? 

Dr. Dopp. I never saw her party card. All I can say is that it was 
reported to me by those who knew her and those who used her money 
for some of these ventures, that she was a party member. 

Mr. Morris. And she is a woman of some means? 
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Dr. Dopp. A woman of considerable means. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you mentioned a person named Bill Laurence, 
Dr. Dodd. Who was Bill Laurence? 

Dr. Dopp. Bill Laurence was secretary of the Communist Party of 
New York State before 1945. He was one of the Lincoln Brigade 
leaders, and he was also in charge of this New York County business- 
mens’ apparatus for the purpose of analyzing which businesses to go 
into, which ones to finance, which ones to lend money to, and which 
ones to take a cut from. 

Mr. Morris. He is a well-known Communist Party functionary ? 

Dr. Dopp. He is a well-known Communist Party functionary. 

Senator Jenner. Dr. Dodd, in view of the Supreme Court’s decision 
against the State sedition laws, would you say that the Communist 
Party activities are directed against the State governments from time 
to time ? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communist Party has no interest in maintaining the 
sovereignty of the States of the United States. The Communist Party 
is interested in breaking down as much as possible of the established 
legal apparatus which might maintain sovereignty. However, the 
Communist Party will use every legality either for or against its 
propositions, depending upon how they can promote them. If it 
served their convenience, they would rely upon States’ rights, but, in 
general, their whole attitude is to break down the sovereignty of the 
States and, of course, the sovereignty of the United States. 

Senator JENNER. All right. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Dodd, did you ever in your experience in the Com- 
munist Party encounter Harry Bridges? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes; on two occasions. 

Mr. Morris. Was Harry Bridges known to you to be a Communist ? 

Dr. Dopp. That is a question which I had not expected, and it is a 
question which I certainly have no knowledge of. I have never seen his 
card. I have never seen that he is a party member. I have never 
attended a Communist Party meeting at which he was a member. 

But I can only tell you this, that in 1945, when there was a longshore 
strike in New York City, and the party had assigned a number of 
people, including people like Bob Thompson and the then secretary 
of the Communist Party—I have forgotten his name—to work on the 
waterfront, to control, to get control over the longshore people, they 
were holding a great many nightly meetings for the purpose of making 
strategy decisions and meeting with some of the waterfront characters 
and, on one occasion, the party asked whether they could not use my 
office for the purpose of holding a night meeting. 

And to that night meeting, people like Robert Thompson, Hal 
Simon, who was then the labor secretary for the party on a statewide 
berg and Harry Bridges came. But that is all I can say to you about 
that. 

Mr. Morris. Now, we had a witness here recently named Saul Mills. 
Did you ever encounter Saul Mills? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Morris. Was Saul Mills a Communist ? 

Dr. Dopp. As far as I know, he was a member of the Communist 
Party, because he sat in the meetings. He sat in meetings which were 
for the purpose of discussing Communist Party strategy on the politi- 
cal front. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, he was the head of the Greater New York In- 
dustrial Union Council, was he not ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. He was. 

Mr. Morris. That is the CIO? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And that organization roughly controlled membership 
of approximately 500,000 organized CIO wor kers at the time, did they 
not, Dr. Dodd # 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, they did. 

Mr. Morris. And as such, he was a powerful personality on the 
political scene in New York? 

Dr. Dopp. He was a key person. Whenever the party wanted to do 
anything through the CIO—you see, the party operated through 
these mass organizations, the CIO, one or two of the A. F. of L. people 
whom he had in various unions, and through a number of organiza- 
tions. Whenever the people of the center “decided they were going 
to accomplish something, they made 5 telephone calls, and they called 
the CIO, their contact on the Greater New York Council; they would 

call their contact at the State labor party headquarters; they would 
call their contact with the teachers’ union; they would call their con- 
tact with some of the foreign-born organizations, and after they made 
4 or 5 or 6 telephone calls, they had mobilized support on a citywide or 
a statewide level for the things they wanted to do. 

Mr. Morris. By making 4 or 5 telephone calls? 

Dr. Dopp, That is right. 

Mr. Morris. They could draw into play a whole powerful organ- 
ization ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. And in the Saul Mills case, it was a labor organiza- 
tion made up of 500,000 union members who would, at least in their 
political activity, be supporting the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. 

The person who was at the receiving end of those telephone calls 
sometimes could not deliver everything the party wanted them to 
deliver, because he had his own organization to worry about, as to 
how far he could go with his own “organization, but he was under 
the obligation _ deliver as much as he possibly could. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Dodd, is there anything more about the 
penetration of American industry that you can tell the committee 
about at this time? Again, Dr. Dodd, since we have explored this 
particular aspect of it in executive session, without mentioning the 
names of the individuals involved. 

Dr. Dopp. I do not think I would like to extend it. I wasn’t too 
prepared when you asked me that question. I am just giving it to 
you as I remember, and I don’t think I had better extend it any 
further. 

Mr. Morris. And there is just one other person I would like to ask 
you about. Si Gerson was an important person for the penetration 
of political parties, was he not, in the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Si Gerson was a legislative representative of the Com- 
munist Party before he went into the Army. I took his position 
when he went into the Army. After he came out of the Army, he 
was sent to the Daily Worker as a reporter, and since he was not 
very happy there, and I was not very happy in staying in the Com- 
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munist Party, he took my position when I vacated the position of 
legislative representative. So he would be doing the same thing 
which I had been doing in the period of 1948, 1944, 1945, and 1946. 
He was doing the work of making the analyses on the strength that 
the party would like to have in an election « ampaign, which candi 
dates to support in the Labor Party and the Democratic Party and the 
Republican Party, what deals to make, what associations to make. 

Of course, Si Gerson’s most obvious association was with a member 
of the Republican Party of the city of New York as confidential 
clerk or confidential secretary to Stanley Isaacs of the city of New 
York. Si Gerson gained a great deal of prestige and a great deal of 
importance because as confidential clerk to a borough president you 
have your fingers on a great many organiaztions and a good deal 
of the life of the c ity itself. 

Senator Jenner. Dr. Dodd, in view of your intimate knowledge of 
the workings of the Communist apparatus in this country, their ob- 
jectives and their aims, I would like to bring this testimony down 
to date. 

What is your honest opinion as to whether or not the Communist 
Party is gaining, standing still, or losing ground in America’ We 
know where it is in the world. But in America. 

Dr. Dopp. I think the Communist Party is gaining at an alarming 
rate. I think the Communist Party is not gaining that under the 
label of Communist, but by having its operators operate under many 
different labels, under many different titles. But the people who 
were known to me as either party members or associates of the party 
are mounting to important positions in policymaking, both on the 
industrial level, on the communications level, and on the govern- 
mental level. 

It is the most terrifying thing to watch, and perhaps if I have never 
suffered anything else, just watching this thing growing and knowing 
the significance is something by which perhaps T am bei ing castigated 
for the evil that I have done myself. 

I think that every American needs to understand this thing, needs 
to understand that it is not just communism, it is not just the word 

“communism,” because that has become very obnoxious. We have 
made it unpopular. But they are selling us the whole program in little 
bits. Someone has very well said: 

“Tf I send you a machinegun and tell you it is a baby carriage, and 
I send it to you wheel by wheel and nut by nut and you do not know 
until you have assembled the thing that it is a machinegun and not a 
baby carriage,” that is exactly what has happened to this country. 
We are being sold machineguns without knowing it is machineguns. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, in connection with the testimony of Dr. Dodd 
which we have taken in executive session, and in a limited way because 
Dr. Dodd’s plane came in late this morning, Senator, I find it at the 
staff level very difficult to deal with many of the personalities that 
she knows about. 

Her testimony concerns itself with people who work closely with and 
who seem to her to be oe associated with the Communists. 

Now, she could not say authoritatively that they actually were 
members of the eas Party, but she did know they worked 
wholeheartedly with the Communist Party. 
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So our difficulty is that if we deal with these personalities, we are 
at a great disadvantage. For that reason, Senator, much of this 
testimony that she can give, much of the important information she 
can give us, has to be in executive session, because the line of demarca- 
tion is not very clear. 

Senator Jenner. We understand that situation, and we, too, as a 
committee, are in a precarious position. 

However, Dr. Dodd, again I want to thank you publicly on behalf 
of this committee for your forthrightness in coming forth and alert- 
ing this committee and the people of this Nation to the precarious 
osition that we are placed in at this juncture of our history. We 

now what a iaaliaes price you have paid for this kind of testi- 
mony, but we thank God that you are willing to pay that price. 

If there is nothing more, the committee will stand adjourned. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairman, could I impose on the hos- 
pitality of the chairman? I want to say that I very greatly appre- 
ciate the opportunity of sitting in on this hearing, and I would hike to 
make the comment that this committee is doing, I think, a greater 
service to American than any other committee on the Hill, either 
House or Senate, and I think the chief counsel, Judge Morris, should 
be complimented for the painstaking work he has done, and then if I 
may impose on you further, I would like to say that I would like to 
compliment Dr. Dodd for the courage which she has in coming for- 
ward. She would not have to do that. She is going to subject herself 
to a great deal of abuse, and I think it is a wonderful thing that this 
committee can get witnesses who will subject themselves to the type 
of abuse they are subjected to when they come forward and testify. 

Senator JENNER. We certainly thank you, Senator McCarthy. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you. 

Senator Jenner. I have only one regret about it. I am only sorry 
that it is impossible for every Member of the United States Senate 
to have been here and to have heard the testimony of Dr. Dodd. 

(Whereupon, at 11:35 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned.) 











APPENDIX I 


(The following material was compiled by the research staff of the 
Senate Internal Security subcommittee on the basis of sworn testi- 
mony and other records in the subcommittee files :) 


The Career of J. Peters 


(Also known as Shandor Goldberger, Alexander Goldberger, J. Peter, J. V. 
Peters, Roberts, Steve Lapin, Pete Stevens, Steve Miller, Isador Boorstein, 
Blake, Steve Lapur, Alexander Stevens) 


BOSS OF THE COMMUNIST UNDERGROUND IN THE UNITED STATES 


Recalling a conversation with a man he knew in the Communist Party, U. S. A., 
as J. V. Peters, Roberts, Steve and other aliases, Mr. Louis Francis Budenz, 
former managing editor of the (Communist) Daily Worker, gave the latter’s 
description of the Communist underground apparatus of which Peters was the 
head, as follows: “He told me that the Communist Party is like a submerged 
submarine; the part that you see above water is the periscope, but the part 
underneath is the real Communist organization; that is, the conspiratorial 
apparatus.” 

The career of this influential individual is as mysterious as the apparatus of 
which he was a potent part. His name and exploits were not publicized in the 
Communist press. The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee has pieced to- 
gether from varied sources and testimony biographical details which will give 
an informative picture of the background of this individual who undoubtedly 
played an important but little known part in shaping American history. At the 
same time the life story of J. Peters will give an illuminating outline of the 
operations of the Communist conspiratorial apparatus. 

According to Witness, the autobiographical work of Whittaker Chambers, 
confessedly the “secret contact man between a succession of Soviet apparatuses 
and the Communist Party,” those included in the net under the supervision of 
J. Peters included individuals in various departments of the Government, some 
of them in policymaking positions. The list of individuals with the positions 
they have held, follows: 

John Abt, attorney in the Department of Agriculture, Works Progress Adminis- 
tration, Justice Department and chief counsel of the Senate Committee on Labor 
and Education (LaFollette committee). 

Solomon Adler, Treasury Department representative in China ; American repre- 
sentative on the American-British-Chinese Stabilization Fund. 

Virginius Frank Coe, Assistant Director, and later Director, Division of Mone- 
tary Research, Treasury Department; financial adviser or consultant to the 
Federal Security Administrator; Executive Secretary of the Joint War Produc- 
tion Committee of the United States and Canada and assistant to the Executive 
Director of the Board of Economic Warfare; Assistant Administrator, Foreign 
Economic Administration ; Secretary, National Advisory Council on International 
and Monetary Problems; Technical Secretary-General, Bretton Woods Monetary 
Conference; special assistant to United States Ambassador in London. 

Henry H. Collins, Jr., National Recovery Administration; Department of 
Agriculture; executive secretary, Senate Subcommittee of the Military Affairs 
Committee on Technological Mobilization. 

Lauchlin Currie, Administrative Assistant to the President; Deputy Adminis- 
trator, koreign Economics Administration. 

Laurence Duggan, chief, Latin American Division, State Department. 

Harold Glasser, Treasury Department; adviser, loaned to Government of 
Ecuador; adviser, loaned to War Production Board; adviser on North African 
Affairs in Algiers, North Africa; adviser to Secretary of State at Moscow Con- 
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ference in March 1946; member of the United States delegation to the first and 
second UNRRA council meetings. 

Alger Hiss, attorney, Department of Agriculture; Senate Special Committee 
Investigating the Munitions Industry; Justice Department; State Department, 
Director, Office of Special Political Affairs; Secretary General, United Nations. 

Donald Hiss, attorney, Labor Department; State Department. 

Irving Kaplan, Associate Director, National Research Project, Works Prog- 
ress Administration; Special Assistant to the Attorney General, Department of 
Justice ; principal research economist, Office of the Administrator, Federal Works 
Agency; head economic analyst, Statistics Division, Industrial and Commodity 
Research Branch, War Production Board; head program progress analyst, Ex- 
ecutive Office of the Chairman, Office of Progress Reports, War Production 
Board; Director, Programs and Reports Staff, Office of the Administrator, For- 
eign Economic Administration; economic adviser, Foreign Funds Control Sec- 
tion, United States Control Council, American Military Government in Germany. 

Charles Kramer, National Labor Relations Board; Office of Price Administra- 
tion; Senate Committee on War Mobilization; Senate Committee on Wartime 
Health and Education; Senate Committee on Education and Labor. 

Eleanor Nelson, Labor Department; treasurer, United Federal Workers, a 
union of Government employees. 

Victor Perlo, head of branch in Research Section, Office of Price Administra- 
tion; War Production Board; Monetary Research, Treasury Department. 

Lee Pressman, attorney, Department of Agriculture; Works Progress Admin- 
istration. 

Philip Reno, analyst, economist, Social Security Board; Farm Credit Admin- 
istration; Office of Emergency Management. 

Vincent Reno, Aberdeen Proving Grounds; mathematical assistant to Colonel 
Zornig. 

Abraham George Silverman, Director, Bureau of Research and Information 
Services, Railroad Retirement Board; Economic Adviser and Chief of Analysis 
and Plans, Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Materiel and Services, Air Force. 

Julian Wadleigh, Economist, State Department. 

Harry Dexter White, Assistant Secretary, Treasury Department; Executive 
Director, International Monetary Fund; Treasury representative with the Inter- 
departmental Lend-Lease Committee, Canadian-American Joint Economic Com- 
mittee, Executive Committee on Commercial Policy, Executive Committee and 
Board of Trustees of the Export-Import Bank, Interdepartmental Committee on 
Inter-American Affairs, National Resources Committee, Price Administration 
Committee, Committee on Foreign Commerce Regulations, Interdepartmental 
Committee on Postwar Economic Problems, Committee on Trade Agreements, 
National Munitions Control Board, Committee on International Relief, Board 
of Economic Warfare, Executive Committee on Economic Foreign Policy, Lib- 
erated Areas Committee, Office of Strategic Services Advisory Committee, United 
States Commercial Corporation, Interdepartmental Committee on Planning for 
Coordinating the Economic Activities of United States Civilian Agencies in 
Liberated Areas. 

Nathan Witt, attorney, Department of*Agriculture; secretary, National Labor 
Relations Board. 

In his comment on the operation of this group in the 1930’s Mr. Chambers 
declares in Witness: 

“* * * the Ware Group had developed into a tightly organized underground, 
managed by a directorate of seven men. In time it included a number of secret 
subcells whose total membership I can only estimate—probably about 75 Com- 
munists. Sometimes they were visited officially by J. Peters who lectured to 
them on Communist organization and Leninist theory and advised them on gen- 
eral policy and specific problems. For several of them were so placed in the 
New Deal agencies (notably Alger Hiss, Nathan Witt, John Abt and Lee Press- 
man) that they were in a position to influence policy at several levels.” (p. 
335). 

We will begin with the testimony of John Lautner before the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee on June 21, 1956: 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN LAUTNER 


Mr. MANDEL. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. LauTNer. Yes. 
Mr. MANpeEL. What important positions have you held in the party? 
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Mr. LAuTNeR. Well, in 1930, I was sent to a National Training School of the 
Communist Party organized by the Hungarian National Bureau of the Com- 
munist Party. After graduation, I was sent to Detroit, Mich., where I was 
district secretary of the Hungarian bureau in addition to being the secretary- 
treasurer of the control commission of the Communist Party, district 7 

In 1931, I was sent to Canada. I was the national secretary of the Hungarian 
National Bureau in Canada, editor of a weekly Communist paper. In 1932 ] 
was district secretary of the Hungarian National Bureau in Cleveland, Ohiv. 
In 1933, for a while I was on the district language department of the Communist 
arty, district 2, New York. In the fall of 1933 
of the Communist Party, New York City. 
April of 1986. 

In 1936, April, I was reassigned as district organizer of the Communist Party 
in the State of West Virginia. I functioned in that capacity from 1936, April. 
to the end of 1940. At the beginning of 1941, I was sent to the national train- 
ing school. After graduation, I was assigned to the nationality groups com 
mission of the Communist Party. 

In addition to that, I became secretary of the Hungarian National Bureau of 
the Communist Party, USA. I functioned in those two capacities up until No- 
vember 1942. In addition to these functions, for about 6 months, I was also 
national secretary of the Hungarian section of the international workers order 

In 1942, November, I was inducted into the Army. I served 31 months in the 
United States Army, 25 months overseas. I am a graduate of the War Depart- 
ment Military Intelligence Training School, Cambridge, Md., and overseas I was 
assigned to Psychological Warfare Branch of the Allied Force Headquarters. 

Upon returning from the Army, I was again assigned in 1945, June, to the 
nationality groups commission of the Communist Party, national secretary of the 
Hungarian National Bureau and one of the editors of the Hungarian Communist 
arty in New York. I functioned in those capacities until the end of 1945. I was 
sick for awhile in the beginning of 1946. Later on, I was called into the party 
headquarters and was assigned to organize the Communist Party members in 
the New York Metropolitan area for the building trades 
organization. 

I functioned in that capacity until about February of 1947, and then I was 
assigned to the New York waterfront as section organizer of the Chelsea organ- 
ization of the Communist Party to develop a regional organization, concentrating 
on transport. 

I functioned in the preliminary work of this organization up to May of 1947. 
At that time, I was appointed head of the New York State Review Commission of 
the Communist Party. 1 functioned in that capacity up until the time I left 
the Communist Party on the 17th of January 1950. In addition to that, in 1948, 
September, I was also appointed to the national review Commission as one of its 
members and functioned also in that capacity until the time I left the Com- 
munist Party. 

In addition to these functions, I attended national committee meetings or 
eentral committee plenums of the Communist Party in the years of 1936, 1937, 
1938, 1939, 1940, and 1941. I attended the following conventions as delegate 
or head of a delegation or member of the presiding committee of the convention : 
the 1936 convention, 1938, two conventions in 1940, the 1942 convention, the 1945, 
and the 1948 convention. 


, | became a section organizer 
I functioned in that capacity up to 


into an industrial 


ALIASES 


Mr. MANbEL. In the course of our investigations, we have run 
activities of an individual who has been variously known as J. Peters, J. Peter, 
J. V. Peters, Alexander Goldberger, Roberts, Steve Lapin, Pete Stevens, Steve 
Miller, Isidor Boorstein, Steven Lapur, Alexander Stevens, and I would like to 
ask you if you know an individual with one or more of these names? 

Mr. LautTNER. Yes. 

Mr. ManpeEt. Tell what names you knew him under and how you came to first 
know him? 

Mr. LauTtTNER. Well, I knew J. Peters since 1929 and from time to time I was 
associated with his work or associated in the Communist Party work under him 
up until about 1949. I knew him under the name of Joe Peter, and I knew him 
under the name of J. Peters. I knew his real name, which was Sandor Gold- 
berger. Also, as Alex Goldberger. I knew him as Steve Miller; I knew him 
as Steve. I knew at least three persons under the name of Blake. 

Mr. MANDEL. Well, was Blake the same person? 


across the 
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Mr. Lautner. The name Blake was used at least by three persons, one was 
J. Peters, and the other was Max Kitzes, and the third person was William 
Weiner, but all three of them used the name of Blake. 

I know at least two persons who used the name of Lapin. Steve Miller, or 
J. Peters, and Charlie Dirba. 

Mr. Manpvet. Why did Peters, we will call him Peters, why did Peters use so 
many different names? 

Mr. LauTNEeR. Well, I have no answer to that, but being in a sense that he 
worked in the party, a lot of party leaders used other names besides their right 
names in order to cover up their activities. 

(Mr. Louis Budenz, former managing editor of the Daily Worker, testified 
before a congressional committee on August 24, 1948, with reference to the 
activities of J. Peters, as follows:) 

“Mr. Srrrpiine. Now, early in your testimony you mentioned that you knew 
J. Peters as the head of the underground movement. Could you elaborate for 
the committee your knoweldge of that activity of J. Peters as a Communist Party 
functionary? 

“Mr. BupeNnz. Yes, sir. You will note in my book, ‘This is My Story’ that Mr. 
Peters appears there, and that I refer to him as the man of many names. 

“In fact, I also speak, I think, about his reminding me of the Cheshire cat, or 
something, because he always had an artificial smile. 3ut what I particularly 
noted there was his many other names, Steve Miller, Jack Roberts, and many 
other names within a short period of time. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Will you name as many of those names as you can remember. 

“Mr. Bupenz. Yes, sir. The thing is, of course, I learned some later, but 
the names that I recall immediately there in 1936 and 1937 were brought to my 
attention by the fact that Mr. Peters himself very bureaucratically told me about 
them; that is, I had to see him frequently on the ninth floor. He was then, I 
think, supposedly the organization secretary of the party, although nobody 
knew him to any great degree. When I say ‘nobody’ most of the rank and file 
members did not know him. 

“I would have to go up there on business, and I would say, ‘Comrade Peter’— 
and he said, ‘Now, my name is Steve,’ and he would be very abrupt about it, 
‘Steve Miller.’ Then, later on, he told me his name was Jack Roberts. I came 
home and told my wife, ‘I am getting dizzy trying to keep Peters’ names before 
me.’ But either then or on other occasions, I learned his name to be Alexander 
Stevens, I think Alexander Goldberg, and—— 

“Mr. Strrptine. Did you know him under the name Isidore Boorstein? 

“Mr. BupEeNnz. I knew that was his organization name. I learned that from 
some source in the party, or other. Those are all of the names I can think of 
for the moment. But there were a number of names during the course of time. 

(Manning Johnson, a former official of the Communist Party, U. S. A., in New 
York City, testified before a congressional committee on July 8, 1953, with regard 
to the activities of J. Peters :) 

“Mr. Kunzic. Did you know J. Peters under any other name? 

“Mr. Jonnson. Yes; I knew him under the name of Blake and also under the 
name of Stevens, Alexander Stevens” (p. 2176, Communist Activities in the New 
York City area, pt. 7, HUAC). 

(Continuing with the testimony of Mr. Lautner :) 

Mr. MANDEL. Will you describe the appearance of J. Peters? 

Mr. LAvuTNER. J. Peters was a short man, about 5 feet, 4 inches tall. He had 
dark bushy hair. A round fat face, and for his height a fat little body. He also 
had a pair of nice little fat hands. He loved good food. Did take a drink occa- 
sionally and did not smoke. He also loved mystery and detective stories. He 
said it was a relaxing habit. 


BARLY LIFE IN HUNGARY 


Mr. MAnpeEt. Did you know anything about the early life of Peters? 

Mr. LAUTNER. He comes from Hungary. His father was a railway official, and 
they lived in Czop in the northern part of Hungary, and later on in Debrencen. 
And he took some law courses in Budapest and during the war he was a lieutenant 
in the Austro-Hungarian Army. And prior to his coming to the United States, 
for a number of years he was the regional secretary of the Communist Party in 
Czechoslovakia. The region under his jurisdiction was what is known as Pod 
Karpatska Russ, which was at one time part of Hungary, and later on became 
part of Czechoslovakia. 
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Mr. MANDEL. At this point I wish to place in the record the testimony of David 
Whittaker Chambers, on August 3, 1948, before a congressional committee: 

“Peters told me at one time that he had been a petty officer in the Austrian 
Army during World War I. After the Belakun revolution in Hungary he was 
a member of the Soviet Government of Hungary, I think, in the Agricultural 
Commissariat.” 

Mr. Chambers testified again on August 30, 1948, before a congressional com- 
mittee as follows: 

“Mr. Nixon. Did Mr. Peters ever tell you of any of his experiences—I am 
attempting to establish by this question 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes; occasionally he reminisced and I remember he told me 
of his experiences in the First World War when he was probably a noncommis- 
sioned officer on the Serbian front and later on the Russian front and then on 
the Italian front. 

“IT remember one incident especially of the Italian campaign. At zero hour 
they were supposed to advance against very strong Italian lines in the moun- 
tains, and the lines were considered so strong that it was feared that the soldiers, 
the Austrian soldiers, wouldn’t advance. 

“However, they did, and as they came into the Italian line they found line 
after line of men dead, the reason being that the Germans who had come up 
in support of the Austrians had shelled the Italians from beyond the hills, and 
due to some structure of the terrain the Austrians had not heard the barrage. 

“He also told me that he was believed by the soldiers to bear a charmed life, 
so that during a heavy fire they would cluster around him, endangering themselves 
and him. 

“T remember him telling me that toward the end of the war, when the Austrian 
armies were crumbling, the first soldiers of the Soviets were appearing, he was 
called up for some kind of insubordination, I believe, and took his medals and 
either handed them or tossed them at his superior officer.” 





AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING ASSOCIATION WITH ALEXANDER GOLDBERGER, ALIAS JOSEPH 
PETERS 


“T, Louis Rethy Reed, being duly sworn, depose and say the following facts 
submitted to the Internal Security Subcommittee are true and correct : 

“Alexander Goldberger was born at Munkacs in north Hungary in the year 
of 1897. He attended grammar school there. He finished high school at the 
Calvinist high school in the town of Sarospatak and entered the Calvinist College 
in the city of Debrecen, where he studied law. After less than a year of college 
he was drafted to the army, but by the time he came out of officers school with 
the rank of ensign, the war was over. 

“He had no part whatsoever in the 1919 Communist uprising. He only began 
to give vague hints about his activities in Hungary after the actual participants 
like myself were gone. In fact Szanto and Lustig related to me some very tall 
stories he told to the gullible American Communists and wanted me to call his 
bluff, but by then even such bait was not sweet enough for me to have any more 
contact with Earl Browder and his central committee. 

“Peters arrived in the United States in 1925 and almost at once appeared 
at the meeting of the Yorkville branch of the Hungarian Workers Federation, 
where he was admitted to membership. He claimed membership in the Czech- 
slovak Communist Party. This was never checked, but most likely it was true. 
He learned fast. And since there was a shortage of intellectuals, he rose fast. 
It was on my own recommendation that he was employed as a journalist at the 
Uj Elore Hungarian Communist daily. Nevertheless he never made any mark as 
a writer. 

“Scheming was his specialty even in those early days. It was he and James 
Lustig who convinced me that I have to accept the general secretaryship of the 
Hungarian Federation in 1926. He knew quite well that with my affliction (TB) 
I would not last very long. And when in 1927 I broke down and was advised 
to take a rest in Arizona, he was elected to be my deputy and act with full powers 
of my office in my absence. 

“And act he did. The general secretary was also in charge of a dummy cor- 
poration which controlled the assets of the Uj Elore. With his signature and 
the signature of a dummy president (who was always controlled by the secre- 
tary) all the assets of the paper could be sold. 

“Early in 1928 I had a long-distance conversation with Peters. He told me 
that the Daily Worker went bankrupt in Chicago and unless we take them in 
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and print them for cost they will be unable to publish. I protested, knowing 
well that we were unable to pay our own printers for weeks at a time and owed 
them large sums of money. My suggestion was that the Jewish Freiheit 
take them in, they were on a more solvent basis than we were. True, the 
Jewish paper had no English type, but I also suggested that we lend the two 
linotypes for the purpose. 

“Peters twisted my suggestion around and reported to the Hungarian Bureau 
that I favor the merger of the Freiheit and the Elore printing shops. Since it 
was supposed to be my suggestion it was adopted and before I got wind of the 
scheme, the Elore building was sold at a loss and the building on Union Square 
was purchased with a fantastic mortgage the weak Hungarian paper could 
never pay off. All the assets of the Hungarian paper were signed over in my 
absence by my worthy deputy to a new dummy corporation controlled by the 
central committee of the Communist Party. Lovestone, who was secretary of 
the central (Committee, washed his hands and told me it was a voluntary action 
by the “generous” Hungarian comrades. And he also reminded me that Peters 
had full authority to act in my absence. And Lovestone, the innocent, began to 
pay off. When in the fall of 1928 I returned to New York—hopping mad—there 
was little I could do to undo the damage. I resigned the secretaryship and at 
the suggestion of Lovestone, Peters was elected in my place. Soon Peters also 
managed the merged printshop and even with his very poor English began to get 
important American assignments. 

“Then came the open letter of Stalin early in 1929. With the rest of the 
Lovestonites I also left the party and went west to nurse my TB. Peters, the 
opportunist, doublecrossed his mentor Lovestone and stayed on with the Foster 
group. And Earl Browder was also grateful and began to pay off. 

“In 1932 I took my last look at Moscow. The idea came from Browder, who 
thought that with a little bait he can get me back into the party. My idea was 
quite different. I was sure it will cure me for good. I had to report to Clar 
ence Hathaway, who at that time was the American representative at the Comin- 
tern. To my great surprise it was my high-riding former deputy Joe Peters 
who acted as representative in Hathaway's absence, who was called back to 
the States for some hurried conference. 

“He was very generous with me. He told me that the reason he did not hit 
back when I slapped him for the printshop swindle was because he always loved 
me. He lived in the Hotel Lux on Twerskaya; in the same room I occupied 
when Russia got me out of the Hungarian prison in 1922. His roommate was 
Manya, an ugly talkative female I used to know in Los Angeles. Both of them 
attended the Marx-Lenin Institute, but Manya told me it was only a cover for 
the espionage school they were really attending. 

“Both of them worked on me to become a good boy again. But, after my 
return, I resigned the editorship of the Uj Elore. 1 organized an illegal con- 
vention of the Hungarians in Cleveland, Ohio, and exposed the theft of the 
assets of the Hungarian paper. Szanto, Dr. Gyetvai, Lustig, Weinstock, and 
others stood with me and were disciplined by Browder but later were lured 
back and given union assignments where they did their most damage to the 
tolerant country to which I have been loyal ever since. 

“Had no other contact with Peters-Goldberger after the 1982 Moscow meeting. 


“Louris RetHy REEp. 
“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of July 1956. 


“HERMAN ©, WOLFE, 
“Notary Public, Los Angeles County, Calif.” 


MARRIED LIFE 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, was Peters married and will you tell us about his married 
life insofar as it is of interest in connection with his Communist Party 
activities. 

Mr. Lautner. At the time I got acquainted with him, his wife was a person 
by the name—known to me in the party as Lilly Zirtes. She was in the same 
unit to which I was assigned when I joined the Communist Party and so was 
Peters. By the time I came back in 1934, Lilly Zirtes left J. Peters and became 
the wife of Rudy Baker. Rudy Baker, in 1932, was a district organizer of the 
Communist Party in Detroit, Mich., and Zirtes worked with Baker in the 
Michigan district of the Communist Party and Lilly Zirtes also went with Rudy 
Baker to Canada, when Rudy Baker was the C. IL. representative in Canada. 
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By 1935 or 19386, the wife of J. Peters was a person known to me as Ann Rollins, 
and also known to me as Ann Silver. Ann Silver was a party functionary, 
later on became a section organizer of a very important section of the Communist 
*arty in the New York party organization. 

Mr. MANDEL. Was she also active in the United Electrical Radio and Machine 
Workers? 

Mr. Lautner. No. Ann Rollins, or Ann Silver, was the sectional organizer 
of the party membership in UOPWA, Union Office and Public, or United Office 
and Professional Workers of America. 


POSTS IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, what was the first position that Peters held when you first 
came to know him? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Well, when I came to New York in 1927 and I began to patronize 
a Hungarian restaurant in New York, Yorkville, located at 350 East 81st Street, I 
knew Joseph Peters at that time as the national secretary of the Hungarian 
Bureau of the Communist Party, Central Committee. 

Then, when I joined the Communist Party in 1929, I was assigned to a unit 
at the same address, in which Joe Peters was a member. He belonged to that 
same unit where I joined. 

In 1930 when I went to the national training school organized by the Hungarian 
National Bureau 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, Mr. Lautner, will you go on the next posts that J. Peters 
held in the party? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Well, in 1930 when I was sent to the National Training School 
of the Hungarian National Bureau of the Communist Party, J. Peters 

Mr. MANDEL. Where was it located ? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Which was held at the party building at Union Square. 

Mr. MANDEL. 32 Union Square? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Where the Daily Worker is and Freiheit, and also the Hungarian 
Communist daily paper, and J. Peters at that time was plant manager of the 
Daily Worker, or production worker, manager of the Daily Worker, and he 
taught us in this national training school. His subject matter then was political 
economy. 

Mr. MANDEL. The records available to the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee show that J. Peters was an instructor at the Krumbein Training School 
of the Communist Party organized in 1936 in honor of Charles Krumbein, a 
Communist leader now deceased (Daily Worker June 8, 1936, p. 5). 

(Testifying before a congressional committee on July 8, 1953, Manning John- 
son, a former official of the Communist Party, related his experience with 
J. Peters as an instructor of the party’s national training school: ) 

“Mr. Jounson. * * * I was in the national training school of the Communist 
Party, one of my instructors was J. Peters, who was head of the Communist 
Party underground and the Communist Party espionage apparatus, and he in- 
formed us that all publications of all Communist-front organizations are sent 
to the Soviet Union for study and evaluation; two, that contacts made by the 
Communist Party, whether directly or through front organizations are to be 
used to supply information of value to the Communist Party. This information 
given by these individual workers from these plants is sent in turn to the Soviet 
Union. The individual locally is contacted. He is eventually recruited into 
the Communist Party or in the Soviet espionage apparatus. * * *” 

Mr. LAUTNER. I was assigned to Detroit and later on to Canada, but at this 
time, 1931 and parts of 1932, J. Peters was assigned, reassigned to the New 
York district organization of the Communist Party where he functioned as 
the organizational secretary under Rudy Baker and Clarence Hathaway, organi- 
zational secretary under these two district organizers. 

Mr. MANDEL. Mr. Lautner, are you acquainted with a publication called the 
Party Organizer? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Yes. 

Mr. MANDEL. What was the Party Organizer? 

Mr. LAuTNER. The Party Organizer was an intraparty magazine which was 
published by the Communist Party itself and it dealt with organizational and 
political problems that the Communist Party functionaries faced throughout 
the country, and this Party Organizer reflected, in the way of articles and prob- 
lems posed in this magazine, all these problems to the party membership. 
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Mr. MANDEL. Now, according to the committee records, J. Peters contributed 
articles to the Party Organizer in its issues of June 1931, page 1; July 1934, 
page 28; February 1937, page 7 ; and September of 1933. 

Was the Communist an important publication of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lautner. It was. It was the official theoretical organ of the Communist 
Party published once a month. 

Mr. MANpbeEL. According to committee records, J. Peters contributed to the 
Communist in its issues of September 1932, page 948; and October 1935, page 
1005. 

What is the next position that you recall held by J. Peters? 

Mr. Lautner. At the time I became a section organizer in 1933, J. Peters— 
toward the end of 1933 or beginning of 1934—J. Peters was already an organi- 
zational specialist for the Central Committee of the Communist Party. He 
functioned out of 35 Bast 12th Street from the 9th floor, which was the national 
headquarters of the Communist Party. At that time I knew that J. Peters was 
away for a short while, or a year or so, and he was in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, going back a bit, what was Peters’ role at conventions 
of the party? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Peters’ role at conventions was—at all times that I recall, he 
was in charge of security, not only at conventions but also at all the plenums, 
he selected the locations where the plenums should be held, and he selected the 
personnel who would help him in setting up security apparatus around the central 
committee plenums of the Communist Party and national conventions. 

(Whittaker Chambers amplified J. Peters’ (Stevens’) record in his testimony 
before a congressional committee on August 30, 1948 :) 

“Mr. Nrxon. When did you first meet him? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I believe during the year 1928; possibly a little before that. 

“Mr. Nrxon. What was your occupation at that time? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I was at that time working on the Daily Worker, New York 
City. 

“Mr. Nixon. Were you a member of the Communist Party at that time? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I was. 

“Mr. Nixon. What was Mr. Peters’ occupation at that time? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Peters was connected with a Hungarian Communist news- 
paper, the Uj Elore. 

“Mr. Nrxon. To your knowledge was Mr. Peters a member of the Communist 
Party at that time? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. He was.” 


IN THE SOVIET UNION 


Mr. MANDEL. From a book entitled “I Was a Soviet Worker” I place in the 
record a credential in English and in Russian. It reads: 
“Marcu 7, 1932. 
“Dear Comraves: Comrade Andrew Smith has been a member of the CPUSA 
since 1931 and was transferred to the Soviet Union with a very high recommenda- 
tion from the party. Comrade Smith before receiving his transfer gave all his 
savings to the party. Comrade Smith is an expert machinist and we recommend 
that he should be given all possible assistance so that he could give all his abilities 
to Socialist construction. 
Comradely yours, 


“J. PETERS, 
Acting Representative, CPUSA, ECCI.” 





Pa 
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(The letter and its Russian translation is as follows: ) 
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Mr. MANDEL. Now, Mr. Lautner, what does that mean to you? 

Mr. LauTtNeR. ECCI is an abbreviation for the Executive Committee of the 
Communist International. That is what it means. 

Mr. MANDEL. It says here that he was transferred to the Soviet Union. Will 
you explain that? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Well, in those days, in the early 1930’s, there were quite a number 
of members of the American Communist Party who went to the Soviet Union. In 
order to maintain the continuity of their membership they were transferred from 
the CPUSA to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and evidently this 
person had such a transfer, from one party to the other. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, I wish to place into the record from the same book, I Was 
a Soviet Worker, by Andrew Smith, another credential dated March 17, 1932, 
which reads as follows: 

“ANDREW SMITH. 

“Deak CoMRADE: This is to inform you that you have been granted a transfer 
by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States of 
America to the CPSU. Your transfer has been referred to the Central Committee 
of the CPSU. 

“Fraternally, 


“J. PETERS, 
Acting Representative, CPUSA, ECCI.” 
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(The letter with the Russian translation follows :) 
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Mr. MANDEL. Will you explain that? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Well, the explanation is that the transfer of this person was 
granted from the CPUSA and it was up for approval to the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union for acceptance of this party member from the United States 
into the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. MANDEL. Does this disclose the organic connection between the Communist 
Party of the United States and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union? 

Mr. LAUTNER. In a sense it does. But the organic connection was much firmer. 

Mr. MANDEL. When he signed this as “J. Peters, acting representative, CPUSA, 
KCCI,” what does that mean? 

Mr. Lautner. That means the executive committee of the Communist Inter- 
national. 

Mr. MANDEL. What was Peters doing at that time? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Peters was the active representative of the American Party to 
the Communist International. 

Mr. MANDEL. In Moscow? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Yes. We had quite a number of them from time to time and 
at one time he was it. 

Mr. MANpbEL. At this point I would like to place into the record the testimony 
of Andrew Smith given on October 25, 1939, before a congressional committee. 

(The testimony referred to is as follows:) 

“Mr. WuItLey. Now, Mr. Smith, who was the American representative of the 
Communist Party of the United States on the Comintern to whom you turned 
over your American credentials? 

“Mr. Smirn. At that time it was John Peter. 

“Mr. WuHItTLey. John Peter? 

“Mr. Smiru. The men’s representative, and Caroline Drew, the women’s. 

“Mr. WHITLEY. I show you a document dated March 7, 1932, signed ‘J. Peters, 
acting representative, Communist Party, U. 8S. A., ECCI’—meaning the executive 
committee, Communist International. Is that your credential? 

“Mr. Smiru. Yes. 

“Mr. WHITLEY. Which Peters gave to you? 

“Mr. Smirn. That is a credential he gave to me after I returned my credentials. 

“Mr. WuiIr.Ley. And attached to that is a document under the same date written 
in Russian ; is that the same? 

“Mr. SmirH. That is the same. 

“Mr. WHITLEY. They gave you the one document in Russian and also in 
English? 

“Mr. SmMiruH. Yes. 

“Mr. WHITLEY. The English document, Mr. Chairman, is dated March 7, 1932, 
and reads as follows: 

“*DEAR CoMRADE: Comrade Andrew Smith has been a member of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States of America since 1922 and was transferred 
to the Soviet Union with a very high recommendation from the party. Comrade 
Smith, before receiving his transfer, gave all his savings to the party. 

“‘*Comrade Smith is an expert machinist and we recommend that he should be 
given all possible assistance so that he could give all his abilities to Socialist 
construction. 

“*Comradely yours.’ 

“That is signed ‘J. Peters, acting representative, CPUSA, ECCI.’ * * * 

“I show you another document, Mr. Smith, dated March 17, 1932, 10 days 
after the preceding.” 

(Mr. Peters’ subservience to the Communist International is disclosed by 
statements which appeared in the Daily Worker of May 27, 1929, pp. 1 and 5, as 
follows :) 

“Unreserved acceptance of the decisions contained in the Comintern letter is 
pledged in the resolution adopted by the Hungarian Bureau of the Communist 
Party at its meeting, Thursday, May 23, and sent to the central committee of 
the party through J. Peter, secretary. 

“The Daily Worker of May 21, 1929, page 1, carried the following statement 
of J. Peter: 

“*From Hungarian Bureau Secretary. 

“‘T fully and unreservedly endorse and accent the Comintern letter and the 
Polcom’s unanimous decisions. I pledge my full support to the Central Com- 
niittee fighting against all factionalism, for building the mass Communist Party 
in the United States. I will do all in my power to mobilize members to support 


the Comintern letter and the unanimous decisions of the Central Comnittee. 
“*J. Peter, Hungarian Bureau, Communist Party.’ ” 
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ORGANIZATIONAL SPECIALIST IN THE U. 8. A. 


Mr. ManpeEL. Approximately when did Peters return to the United States from 
Moscow? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Well, when I became a section organizer, my recollection is that 
shortly after that, possibly toward the end of 1933, or beginning of 1934, he was 
back in the United States and functioning as an organizer for the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party working under leadership of Jack Stachel. 

Mr. MANDEL. What was he concentrating on? 

Mr. Lautner. At that time, from my point of view, where I was functioning, 
he was a high functionary of the Central Committee. He specialized in organi- 
zational problems. He came to my section from time to time to teach with 
others, new-member classes, and the composition of my section membership was 
mostly professional people, like schoolteachers, lawyers, doctors, and so forth, 
and he was mingling with these people to make connections with them, and 
teaching new-member classes. 

In this period of time he also wrote a Manual on Party Organization for the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. MANDEL. Was this an important book? 

Mr. Lautner. This was an extremely important book at that particular time. 
In 1934, 1935, there was a terrific influx into the ranks of the Communist Party 
and there was a great need for lower functionaries such as the unit organizers 
and unit functionaries and section functionaries in the Communist Party, and 
this manual served as a guide for capable party members to become functionaries 
in the lower organizations of the Communist Party. 

The importance of this manual was pinpointed by the executive secretary of 
the Communist Party, Jack Stachel, who wrote the foreword. He was second in 
command. 

Mr. MANDEL. Do you think that, according to party procedure, this book was 
approved by the Central Committee of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lautner. Of course it was. Not only was it approved, but it was highly 
recommended for every party member to have that book, to study it, and to 
strive in order to become a party functionary, either in a unit or in a section 
of the Communist Party in New York. 

Mr. MANDEL. Was that the only book of its kind? 

Mr. LAuTNER. It was the only book of its kind at that time dealing with organi- 
zational problems and basic principles of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Manpet. Do you think that it is extremely likely that that book was 
approved in Moscow? 

Mr. LAutNer. At that time, the Communist Party of the United States was a 
section of the Communist International. There was no occasion at any time that 
there was any criticism or adverse comment on that particular book by the Com- 
munist International. In fact, it was highly recommended in the leadership 
meetings of the Communist Party which I attended at that time. 

Mr. MANDEL. Well, it couldn’t have been written without approval by the 
Communist Party or approval by the Communist International? 

Mr. Lautner. At that time, the Communist Party, United States of America, 
was part of the Communist International and it must have had the approval 
of the Communist International. 

Mr. MANDEL. Would you call Peters a professional revolutionist? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes; I would call him so, and I heard others call him so, also, 
a professional revolutionist of the highest type. 

Mr. MANDEL. I want to place in the record at this point a section from the 
Manual on Organization by J. Peters, entitled: “Who Are the Professional Revo- 
lutionists,” and this is a quote,from the manual: 

“The party has full claim to the life of a Communist Party member: A pro- 
fessional revolutionist is a highly trained comrade, trained in revolutionary 
theory and practice, tested in struggles, who gives his whole life to the fight for 
the revolution and the interest of his own class. A professional revolutionist 
is ready to go whenever and wherever the party sends him. Today he may be 
working in a mine, organizing the party, the trade unions, leading struggles; 
tomorrow, if the party so decides, he may be in a steel mill; the day after to- 
morrow, he may be a leader and organizer of the unemployed. Naturally, these 
professional revolutionists are supported by the party organization if their assign- 
ment doesn’t send them to work in shops or in mines. From these comrades 
the party demands everything. They accept party assignments—the matter of 
family associations and other personal problems are considered, but are not 
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decisive. If the class struggle demands it, he will leave his family for months, 
even years. The professional revolutionist cannot be demoralized; he is steeled, 
stable. Nothing can shake him. Our task is to make every party member a 
professional revolutionist in this sense.” 


PENETRATING THE BASIC INDUSTRIES 


Mr. MANDEL. Did you know of Peters’ activities in connection with the estab- 
lishment of the CIO and the preliminary activities to the building of the CIO? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Well, the only thing that I can recollect is that Peters, at all 
times in this period and, later on, was always concerned with developing, in the 
Communist Party, groups of young party members who could uproot themselves 
and, at the service of the party, be assigned into basic industries where they 
could become workers and build a party inside of these big industrial plants, 
such as in steel, in mining, in auto, in electrical appliance, factories, in trans- 
port, and he always undertook to indoctrinate young party members in how to 
function in these factories, how to carry on party activities. He was one of the 
most effective colonizers of the Communist Party. 

Mr. MANDEL. Is it true that later, when the CIO came into being, the Com- 
munists, who had been colonized into industries, constituted an active and 
leading force? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Within the organization? 

Mr. MANDEL. Yes. 

Mr. LAUTNER. Yes, up until the time the CIO leadership began to clean the 
Communists and Communist influence and infiltration out of the CIO, but that 
came about in 1947, or thereabouts, 1946 or 1947. 

‘ 


ARCH CONSPIRATOR 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, what was your next post in the party, Mr. Lautner? 

Mr. LAUTNER. My next post was that of a district organizer of the Communist 
Party in the State of West Virginia. I was appointed to that post in April of 
1936. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, in connection with that post, what experience did you have 
with Mr. Peters? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Well, along with other leading functionaries I was also in- 
structed to have a meeting with J. Peters. J. Peters gave me instructions in 
the use of codes, and also gave me a number of addresses as I recollect now, in 
the Bronx and in Brooklyn, where I should send my reports, instead of directly 
to the party headquarters. 

(Testimony given before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee discussed 
the activities of Irving Charles Velson in connection with the waterfront. Testi- 
fying on May 6, 1953, before a congressional committee, Robert Gladnick had 
this to say in regard to the activities of Peters and Velson:) 

“Mr. Kunzic. Would it be correct to say that Shavey Velson, or Shavey, was 
in charge of the entire military apparatus for the Young Communist League? 

“Mr. GLaApNICcK. For the Young Communist League, I would say to the best 
of my knowledge, he was in charge under Peters. 

“Mr. Kuwnzia. Is that J. Peters? 

“Mr. GLADNICK. J. Peters. 

“Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee what you know of J. Peters? 

“Mr. GLapnick. Well, after the fleet left in June of 1934 (U. S. Navy), I, this 
young sailor, this second-class fireman, who took his furlough and was in 
civilian clothes, and another chap by the name of Gene Morse took a special 
course on work within the Armed Forces. We attended this course during the 
daytime at 50 East 13th Street in the Workers’ Schgol, and the course was taught 
to the three of us by Mendel, or Mindel—Professor Mindel—Professor Markoff— 
anyway, they called him professor, and also J. Peters personally took over teach- 
ing us how to do ciper work and communications. 

“Mr. DoyLe. How to do what? 

“Mr. GLapNicK. Cipher work—how to write letters without anybody knowing 
what you were writing. 

“Mr. DoyLe. How were you going to use that knowledge? 

“Mr. GLADNICK. Well, that was in case one of us was sent to San Pedro or 
Norfolk, or any Army base, and we wanted to send reports back. We were to 
send the reports back in cipher, rather than in the same language.” 
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(Paul Crouch, a former district organizer of the Communist Party, testified 
before a congressional committee on May 6, 1949, in regard to the activities of 
J. Peters as follows:) 

“Mr. Croucn. As district organizer in the Carolinas from 1934 to 1937, and 
later in Tennessee, Peters gave me specific instructions regarding communica- 
tions; the use of the codes under which confidential messages were to be sent; 
private addresses; details as to receipts; instructions as to the selection of 
parallel underground apparatus, ready at all times to take over; alternate party 
organizers; the selection of a place in the country where the district organizer 
could hide out until contact was established with him, if he was not picked up; 
instructions as to the storing of both large mimeographs and a small collapsible 
affair which could be carried in a briefcase; instructions as to how to make 
gelatin duplicating devices in case of emergency; and similar measures; also 
plans for the division of the party into groups of five, the groups being prepared 
to act as branches if the party was outlawed.” 

(Mr. Budenz relates Peters’ detailed instructions on the ways and means of 
Communist conspiracy :) 

“There is indeed one rule which the trained rank-and-file Communist must 
learn, as I once heard J. V. Peters tell a group of comrades. That is to keep 
a lock on one’s lips, to never ask questions of one’s party superior, and to say 
‘Yes’ to order no matter how unrelated to any plan they may seem. 

“*There is an American game, isn’t there, called follow the leader?’ asked 
Peters. ‘Well, this is follow the leader, too. But it is nota game. It is in dead 
earnest. Each comrade anywhere in the party apparatus is wholly responsible 
to the comrade immediately superior to him. That is the first commandment of 
Communist discipline’ ” (p. 133, Men Without Faces, by Louis Budenz). 


FALSE PASSPORTS 


(Whittaker Chambers testified before a congressional committee on August 
3, 1949, as to the activities of J. Peters as follows:) 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. He was known to me for years simply as Peters. 

“Mr. STRIPLING. His name, Mr. Rankin, is well known in Communist Party 
circles. He has gone under the name of J. Peters, also under the name of Alex- 
ander Stevens, and has traveled on false passports under the name of Isidore 
Boorstein. 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Peters told me at one time that he had been a petty officer in 
the Austrian Army during World War I. After the Bela Kun revolution in 
Hungary, he was a member of the Soviet Government of Hungary, I think, in 
the Agricultural Commissariat. 

“Mr. STRIPLING. We have in our possession a passport issued October 7, 1931, 
which was used by Peters to travel to the Soviet Union. The name on the pass- 
port is that of Isidore Boorstein.” 

“Mr. Munpt. I wish you would go into that in some detail because there have 
been many instances, and it has become a veritable racket where these Commu 
nists get passports to visit Soviet Russia. 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. He told me with great amusement because of the simplicity 
of the scheme. He had sent up to the genealogical division of the New York 
Public Library a group of young Communists, I presume, who collated the birth 
and death records; that is, they found that a child had been born, let us say, in 
1900 and died a month or so later or several months later. 

“The party, through some members, then wrote to the proper authorities in 
New York for issuing birth certificates and asked for a birth certificate in the 
name of that dead child. The certificate was forthcoming, and a passport was 
then applied for under the name by someone using that birth certificate.” 

(An interesting sidelight on Peters’ activities in securing false identification 
papers is found in the autobiographical work of David Whittaker Chambers 
entitled ““Witness” :) 

“For my use in the English operation, Peters procured a birth certificate for 
one David Breen whose birth coincided roughly with mine. It was not until the 
second Hiss trial that I learned that David Breen was not the name of a dead 
child, but that of a living man from whom permission to use his birth certificate 
had been bought in another of Peters’ operations. The birth certificate and the 
passport I procured on it, I turned over to the FBI before the first Hiss trial 
(p. 356). 


* * x * * * * 
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“For my wife, Peters procured still another birth certificate, which was never 
used. But a certificate for my daughter was also necessary. It was a much 
more difficult problem to solve, since it must also be in the name of Breen. 
Peters had a little arrangement for just such contingencies. In the city hall 
at Atlantic City, he had a contact. For a fee, the amount of which I have for- 
gotten, that useful man agreed to enter the name of Ursula Breen (my daughter) 
in the official register of births, and to issue a birth certificate in that name. One 
day Peters proudly handed me the birth certificate, now also in the custody of 
the FBI (pp. 356 and 357). ; 

4 * * . * . . 

“As usual, the birth certificate was the simplest part of the problem. J. 
Peters quickly provided one in the name of Charles F. Chase. On this paper 
Don procured a passport (p. 365). 

a a * * * * . 


“* * * Again, I procured him a birth certificate from Peters, and Don secured 
a second passport in his new name. Then he left for Russia. He was to proceed 
to London where the Soviet Embassy was alerted to give him a special visa for 
the Soviet Union. It would not show on his passport because, unlike the visas of 
other governments, it was not stamped there. It was stamped on a separate 
piece of paper (p. 388). 

* * * * + * 

“Bill had not been gone long when Peters brought me word that Richard wanted 
to see me. Richard was the head of a Soviet passport apparatus with which 
Peters did a prosperous business. Peters brought Richard and me together at 
the Rockefeller Plaza, just below what would later be my office at Time magazine” 
(p. 398). 


COMMUNIST BIOGRAPHIES 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, did Peters ever ask you for a biographical information 
sheet? 

Mr. LAuTner. Yes. From 1936—no; as a matter of fact, from 1934 up until 
the time I left the Communist Party, I, myself, filled out five biographies about 
myself based on extensive questionnaires that were given to me from time to 
time by J. Peters. 

Usually, at national plenums or conventions—the last one in 1947, when I 
became head of the New York State Review Commission, and succeeded him in 
that position—he told me to collect all of the outstanding questionnaires with 
biographies and gave me a list todo so. He handled, to my knowledge, at least 
from 1934 to 1946, the evaluation of the leading cadres of the Communist Party 
based on these biographies. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, Mr. Lautner, you have an opinion as to the usefulness of 
these biographies to the party and also what was done with them. Now, what 
was your opinion about that? 

Mr. LauTNER. My opinion was, first of all, it gave an opportunity for the party 
here to get an intimate knowledge of the leading cadres of the Communist Party 
as to their background, as to their formal education, as to their loyalty to the 
party, as to their party schooling, as to what activities they carried out in the 
course of the years. These biographies served the purpose to acquaint the party 
leadership in placing cadres in the position that the party deemed they would 
be the most useful for the purposes of the Communist Party. 

As I said before, Peters was in charge of these biographies from year to year. 
In the final analysis, what happened to these biographies I don’t know. Beyond 
Peters, I don’t know. 

(With reference to Communist Party records, Whittaker Chambers testified 
as follows before a congressional committee on August 7, 1948:) 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I was told by Peters that party registration was kept in 
Moscow and in some secret file in the United States.” 

(Louis F. Budenz, former managing editor of the Daily Worker, has described 
Peters’ precautionary measures in the preparation of plenary session of the 
national committee of the Communist Party, U. 8S. A., in his book, Men Without 
Faces, p. 102:) 

“Bach man and woman attending the plenums [plenums of the national com- 
mittee of the CPUSA] received a card of admission which had to be checked at 
the entrance. * * * A committee of chosen comrades, always under the super- 
vision of J. V. Peters, examined each entrance card and identified each comrade 
as the person whose named appeared on it.” 
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HIDEOUTS 


Mr. MAnpDeEL. Now, did Peters finally get into trouble with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes. In 1947, during the summer, he asked me if I could make 
my apartment available to him because he was harassed by authorities at that 
time. I had a summer cottage out on Long Island with my family, so I turned 
the key over to Peters and his wife and they stayed in my apartment for a 
month orso. Early in September or the latter part of August, I was back in town. 
I heard that J. Peters was picked up near Poughkeepsie or near Peekskill, upstate 
New York, while he was driving his car, by the immigration authorities. 

Mr. MANDEL. Did Peters make a mistake at that time in his conspiratorial 
precautions? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes. I talked to him at that time and he said he made a blunder. 
On that particular day, he went out to Brooklyn to pick up his car and he and his 
wife, Ann Rollins, or Silver, went upstate and the mistake he made was by 
traveling in his own car. And he made a remark that “this should be an object 
lesson not to be careless.” 

Mr. MANDEL. Will you tell us about Peters’ underground way of life? 

Mr. LAUTNER. Well, I stated before that in 1947 when he asked me for my 
apartment, whether he could stay there during the summer months, he was com- 
plaining that he was being harassed by the authorities. Later on, he was 
arrested by the INS [Immigration and Naturalization Service] and shortly after 
that he went underground. 

In 1948, around April. John Williamson told me to hide out 

Mr. MANDEL. John Williamson? 

Mr. LAuTNER. John Williamson, the member of the national board of the 
Communist Party and labor secretary of the Communist Party, told me to hide 
out J. Peters. The first place I took him to was a place owned by Kalman Marki. 
Kalman Marki lived at either 70th Street or 69th Street between Broadway and 
Amsterdam Avenue on the north side of the street. J. Peters spent in that apart- 
ment almost 2 months. He sent word to me that I should shift him to some 
other place because he was getting very uncomfortable in that nlace. 

The next place I took him to was out in the Bronx, in East Bronx, to an apart- 
ment owned by a person named Paula Hirsch. He was there up until the national 
convention of the Communist Party in 1948. The convention began somewhere 
around the last day of July and the beginning of August. In the convention, John 
Williamson told me to move Peters again. 

At that time I assigned the bodyguard of Henry Winston, who was a fellow 
by the name of Harold, to take him out to Brooklyn and Harold kept J. Peters for 
about a number of weeks out in Brooklyn. 

One day, Ann Rollins, Peters’ wife, came to me and said that she had gotten 
word Peters would like to go some other place. At that time, I told Harold to 
produce Peters and I met Peters in Newark, N. J., right under the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Station viaduct, where we took a bus, Peters and myself, and took 
Peters out to Riegelsville, Pa., on a farm south of Easton, Pa., a farm belonging 
to one Joe Herman. I kept Peters there for a while. 

Mr. MANDEL. What was Peters’ reaction when the testimony of Whittaker 
Chambers was made public? 

Mr. Lautner. When the testimony of Whittaker Chambers was made public I 
was out on the farm with him one afternoon and he told me that “this is one of 
the most serious things that could happen to the party, this testimony.” He also 
stated that ‘‘we are really in trouble at this time.” He was very much alarmed 
and very much concerned with the testimony of Whittaker Chambers. However, 
at this time, the “pumpkin papers” were not produced yet. 

Nevertheless, shortly after that meeting out there with him, I was again 
instructed by the party to bring J. Peters in. 

Mr. MANveL. Do you remember who instructed you? 

Mr. Lautner. John Williamson, again. I went out to get J. Peters to bring 
him into New York with the instructions that he should report the next morning 
to the offices of Nathan Witt, on East 40th Street. I did go out and I brought 
J. Peters in. I heard that J. Peters was called in by the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service and was under bond and they asked for his production. 

Shortly after that he was served a subpena and he had to go into the grand 
jury hearings—the same grand jury that heard the testimony of Whittaker 
Chambers. 
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(The following are excerpts from the book Men Without Faces by Louis F. 
Budenz, former managing editor of the Daily Worker, with reference to J. Peters’ 
clandestine operations: ) 

“The order to carry Stalin’s message to the party had come directly from the 
Comintern and its representatives here. From his hiding place, the overactive 
J. V. Peters, then disguised as Alexander Stevens, sent repeated and heated 
instructions to the ‘legal comrades’ to push the History of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), by Stalin, even more vigorously (p. 25). 

a a x * * * o 

“However, up to the recent past, the most thorough search of the so-called 
capitalist press will fail to turn up any photograph of Stachel, Hisler, Bittelman, 
Peters, Golos, or of any of the inner circles—the real rulers of the party. No 
newspaperman was ever permitted inside a party convention, except the repre- 
sentatives of the Red press; (p. 38). 

* * - ¥ * *. * 

“Under the direction of the Soviet espionage agent, J. V. Peters (who sent in 
voluminous notes from the underground through the intellectual V. J. Jerome), it 
was decided to run two articles on the matter [the provisions of the Voorhis Act] 
in the November 1940, and January 1941, issues of the Communist. 

“*"The path Lenin and of Stalin leads to victory’ was the theme of the first 
article on the ‘increasing turning (of the people) with yearning and hope toward 
the Soviet Union.’ It was intended to inflame the comrades with an even greater 
loyalty to the Kremlin’s master, with a deeper sense of his invincibility, so that 
they might then inflame others with the same spirit” (pp. 45, 46). 


HOLLYWOOD FINANCES 


(The records of a congressional committee submitted October 30, 1947, shows 
that J. Peters was active in Hollywood in raising money for the defense of Earl 
Browder : ) 

“On May 3, 1942, Alexander Stevens, also known as J. Peters, and whose real 
name is Goldberger, visited Los Angeles, Calif. When he arrived in Los Angeles 
he was met by Herbert Biberman at the Union Station. During ‘that day, a 
meeting was held by Alexander Stevens, Waldo Salt, and Herbert Biberman. 

“* * * Also on that same date a third meeting was held by Alexander Stevens, 
J. Peters, R. Goldberger, as he is [variously] known, Morton Grant, John Howard 
Lawson, and Vera Harris, the wife of Lou Harris, a screen writer. 

“During the evening of May 2, 1942, another meeting was held in Herbert 
Biberman’s home between Stevens or Peters, John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, 
Madeline Ruthven, and Herta Uerkvitz. Lester Cole is a screen writer while 
Ruthven, Uerkvitz are Communist Party functionaries in Los Angeles, Calif. 
Ruthven, Lawson, Stevens, and Salt also held a meeting on the same date, late 
at night, in the home of Waldo Salt. During this visit, among other things, 
Stevens was working on the Communist inspired movement to secure the re- 
lease of Earl Browder, Communist Party president at that time, from a Federal 
penitentiary, where he had been incarcerated on a charge of using a false pass- 
port to travel to the Soviet Union. 

“Stevens also had a very successful financial trip, since he collected $1,500 or 
furnished this sum to Communist Party functionaries in California, which he 
had received from Louise Bransten. He also received the sum of $2,200 from a 
Ruth Wilson, whom I can identify in executive session * * *, 

“However, it is known that Bransten or that Stevens, or Peters, as he is 


known, visited a bank with Herbert Biberman and that Biberman entered a 
safety deposit box in the bank.” 


SUBVERSION IN THE ARMED FORCES 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, do you recall a secret meeting of New York section organ- 
izers in June of 1935, at Camp Unity, which was addressed by Peters on the ques- 
tion of activity in the American Armed Forces? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Yes. 

Mr. MANDEL. Will you tell us about that? 

Mr. LAuTNeR. Well, at that time, Max Steinberg, the executive secretary, in- 
formed a number of section organizers that they should be available for the 
weekend because we were going of town. Max Steinberg informed me to get a 
car. We were invited to a meeting out to Camp Unity and, to the best of my 
recollection, the following people were there; First, there was J. Peters, there 





4 
: 
i 











i 
; 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 1501 


was Edwards, later known to be as Gerhardt Hisler, from the district leadership, 
there was Rose Wortis, and about 6 or 7 section organizers. 

At this meeting, the report was given by J. Peters himself, and the gist of 
the report was that we must make a sharp turn in extending our activities and to 
begin to pay attention to party at work, party activities in the Armed Forces. 
In his report, he stated there was a survey made of how many young Communist 
League members and how many party members the party has in the National 
Guard in New York City; how many armories there are in New York City and 
where these members drill and train as members of the National Guard. Also, 
that these members of the National Guard, party members, will be organized 
into groups and we will have to pay attention to them to assist them with an 
outside organization, with party members organized outside of the armories, who 
would, on drill nights, fraternize with the National Guard members and dis- 
tribute literature to them and associate with them, become acquainted with 
them and bring them closer to the party. 

He also said that this work will be very closely checked and it will be followed 
up. It was done so. The person who was in charge of this meeting, of this 
phase of the party activity in New York, was known to me as Jim Forrest, who 
later became the district organizer of the Communist Party in St. Louis. 

At this meeting, Gerhardt BKisler, in order to impress the necessity and the 
need for this type of activity, pointed out one of the grave errors the German 
party committed when in the early Weimar Party days; the Communist Party 
completely neglected activities in the German and military organization known 
at that time as the Stahlheimers, which was controlled by Hugenberger, one 
of the industrialists. Because of the neglect of this work on the part of the party, 
this military formation was the main strength later on the Hitler organization. 
mnilitary organization. 

Mr. MANpbEL. In other words, the remarks of Peters were endorsed and sup- 
ported by Gerhardt Eisler, the representative of the Communist International? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Yes, that is correct. 


UNDERGROUND WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT 


Mr. MANDEL. Now, to your knowledge, did Peters have anything to do with 
the underground organization of the Communist Party? 

Mr. LAutTNeEr. All I knew at this particular time, while I was in West Virginia, 
and also in 1941, 1942, was that J. Peters was still functioning out of the ninth 
floor of 35 East 12th Street, at the national headquarters of the Communist 
Party, and that he was in charge of the party organization in Washington that 
was in Government. Beyond that, I don’t know anything else. 

Mr. MANDEL. How did you know he was in charge of a party organization in 
Government? 

Mr. Lautner. He made frequent trips to Washington and these things just 
get around among leading party functionaries, that J. Peters was in charge of 
that segment of the Washington organization which is in the Government 
There were two organizations in Washington, one was the open party which 
was headed by one Martin Chancey, but he was head of the open organization, 
and J. Peters, out of New York, functioning out of New York, gave direction 
and guidance of the other party organization that was in Government. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, going back 2 moment, when the Chambers story broke, 
was there any occasion that the Communist Party was trying to use any physical 
pressure against him? 

Mr. LauTNeER. Yes. I was told by Peters, a day or two before the pumpkin 
story broke, to see Nathan Witt. I went up to Nathan Witt’s office and was 
introduced to Lee Pressman, another lawyer there, and then I and Nathan Witt 
went downstairs. Near the building was a bar and there he told me 

Mr. MANDEL. Who told you? 

Mr. Lautner. Nathan Witt. That we must find some means by which we could 
intimidate Whittaker Chambers. He expressed his views that Whittaker Cham 
bers is easily intimidated. 

He suggested finding where he worked at Radio City in the Time offices and 
if he would only send him a bouquet of flowers or lilies, like that, he would know 
the party is keeping an eye on him and he may stop talking. When I left Nathan 
Witt I got $100 from him and I assigned a party organizer in transit from Brook- 
lyn to follow up this suggestion of Nathan Witt. The party organizer came 
back to me the next day saying that Whittaker Chambers was not around the 
Time offices. He was somewhere down in Maryland. 
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The next day the pumpkin story broke. Nathan Witt called me up at my resi- 
dence and told me to drop everything, not to do anything in relation to the project 
that we were discussing. The next Saturday morning, I think it was a day later, 
he came down and I gave him back the money. I met him on 22d Street on 7th 
Avenue and gave the money back to Nathan. ; 

(In his testimony before a congressional committee on August 3, 1948, Mr. 
Chambers gave the following testimony regarding the operations of J. Peters 
within the Communist underground organization in Washington :) 

“Mr, Cuampers. The actual head of the group—well, the elected head of the 
group, was either Witt at one time or Abt, and the organizer of the group had 
been Harold Ware. The head of the whole business was J. Peters.” 


« * * * * * = 


“One of them clearly was Alger Hiss, and it was believed that Henry Collins 
also might go further. Another was Lee Pressman. So it was decided by Peters, 
or by Peters in conference with people whom I don’t know, that we would take 
these people out of that apparatus and separate them from it physically—that 
is, they would have no further intercourse with the people there—but they would 
be connected still with that apparatus and with Peters through me. 

“It was also decided to add to this group certain other people who had not 
originally been in that apparatus. One of these people was Harry White.” 

(Again, on August 7, 1948, Mr. Chambers testified as follows :) 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Hiss was a member of the Communist Party. 

“Mr. Nrxon. How do you know that? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I was told by Mr. Peters. 

“Mr. Nixon. You were told that by Mr. Peters? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. 

“Mr. Nrxon. On what facts did Mr. Peters give you? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Peters was the head of the entire underground, as far 
as I know. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Did you obtain his party dues from him? 

“Mr. Coampers. Yes, I did. 

“Mr. NIxon. Over what period of time? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Two or 3 years, as long as I knew him. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Party dues from him and his wife? 

“Mr. CHambers. I assume his wife’s dues were there; I understood it to be. 

“Mr. Nrxon. You understood it to be? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Hiss would simply give me an envelope containing party 
dues which I transferred to Peters. I didn’t handle the money. ; 

“Mr. Nixon. In other words, people who are in the Communist underground 
are in fact instructed to deny the fact that they are members of the Communist 
Party? 

a * a & * . * 


“Mr. MANnpEL. What did he do with the old car? 

“Mr. CuamBers. The Communist Party had in Washington a service station— 
that is, the man in charge or owner of this station was a Communist—or it may 
have been a car lot. 

“Mr. Nrxon. But the owner was a Communist? 

“Mr. CHAmBers. The owner was a Communist. I never knew who this was or 
where it was. It was against all the rules of underground organization for Hiss 
to do anything with his old car but trade it in, and I think this investigation 
has proved how right the Communists are in such matters, but Hiss insisted 
that he wanted that car turned over to the open party so it could be of use to 
some poor organizer in the West or somewhere. 

“Much against my better judgment and much against Peters’ better judgment, 
he finally got us to permit him to do this thing. Peters knew where this lot was 
and he either took Hiss there, or he gave Hiss the address and Hiss went there, 
and to the best of my recollection of his description of that happening, he left 
the car there and simply went away and the man in charge of the station took 
care of the rest of it for him. I should think the records of that transfer would 
be traceable.” 

(Further testimony by Mr. Whittaker Chambers occurred on August 25, 1948, 
as follows :) 

“Mr. STRIPLING. Would you now give to the committee a chronological résumé of 
your meeting with Mr. Hiss, and how long you knew Mr. Hiss and the circum- 
stances under which you met him? 
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“Mr. CHampers. I believe that I was first introduced to Mr. Hiss by Harold 
Ware and J. Peters, who was the head of the underground of the American 
Communist Party. 

“The meeting took place in Washington, and I believe in a restaurant. I 
then continued to know Mr. Hiss until I broke with the Communist Party in 
early 1938, and I saw him once again toward the end of 1938. 

“Mr. Harold Ware, who is the son of Ella Reeve Bloor, a well-known Com- 
munist, had gone down to Washington, to the best of my knowledge, about 1933. 
He was chiefly interested in farm activities of some kind, but he discovered, 
after he got there, that he could recruit a large number of people in the Govern- 
ment for the Communist Party. It is possible that some of the people were 
Communists already, and he simply came in touch with them; others, I am sure, 
he recruited himself. 

“He set up, perhaps with the help of J. Peters, an apparatus consisting of a 
number of organizations, a number of cells, each cell being led by a man who 
formed part of a committee and an underground committee which met regularly 
at the home of Henry Collins in St. Matthews Court. 

“Mr. Srrrptine. Mr. Chairman, I have here a picture which was taken off a 
passport of the person we think to be J. Peters, who traveled for the Soviet Union 
on and under the name of Isidore Boorstein. 

“I show you this picture, Mr. Chambers, and ask you if you can identify it as 
being J. Peters [Showing photograph to Mr. Chambers].” 

(Mr. Whittaker Chambers resumed testifying on August 30, 1948, as follows :) 

“Mr. Nrxon. Mr. Chambers, do you know the man, Alexander Stevens, who was 
just on the witness stand? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes; I do. 

“Mr. CHampBers. While I was editing New Masses, I received a telephone call 
from Mr. Max Bedacht, who was, at that time, I believe, a member of the 
central committee of the Communist Party. Mr. Bedacht was also head of 
the IWO, the International Workers Order. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Mr. Bedacht, will you spell that name? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. B-e-d-a-c-h-t. 

“Mr. Nrxon. I see. Then you later met Mr. Peters or Alexander Stevens? 

“Mr. Cuampers. That is true. 

“Mr. Nrxon. In what conection did you meet him? 

“Mr. CuHamsers. Mr. Bedacht went away on a vacation or a trip or used 
this as a pretext to turn me over to Mr. Peters and my superior in the 
underground. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Where djd this meeting with Mr. Peters take place? 

“Mr. CHambBers. I believe it took place in an automat. Where, I am not 
quite sure. 

“Mr. Nixon. You didn’t meet him in Communist Party headquarters? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. No; I did not. 

“Mr. Nixon. Did you ever meet Peters in Communist Party headquarters while 
he was in the underground? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I never did; at no time. 

“Mr. Nrxon. What was the reason for that? 

“Mr. Cuampers. The reason is that Mr. Peters was supposed to avoid the 
open Communist Party and so was I. 

“Mr. Nrxon. You both were to avoid it. Now, when you met Mr. Peters, what 
capacity would you say he occupied in the underground? 

“Mr. Cuampers. It was my understanding that Mr. Peters was the head of 
the whole underground of the American Communist Party whose activities in- 
cluded the entire country. 

“Mr. Nrxon. And you know, of your own knowledge, at least that he was your 
immediate superior? 

“Mr. CHampBers. He was. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Do you know of your own knowledge whether he had other 
people at the same leve) that you were in the underground? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. It is my belief that he had many such people. I could name 
one in fact, Harold Ware. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Harold Ware? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. 

“Mr. Nrxon. In the same capacity that you were? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. In the same general capacity. 

“Mr. Nixon. I see. Did you ever have any dealings with Mr. Peters in Wash- 
ington, D. C.? 
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“Mr. CHAmpers. Yes; I did. 

“Mr. Nixon. Will you describe to the committee chronologically, as well as you 
can recollect, what those dealings were? , 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Some time in 1934, I believe, Mr. Peters introduced me to 
Mr. Harold Ware. Do you want me to identify Ware again? 

“Mr. Nixon. If you will, please. 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Harold Ware was one of the sons of Ella Reeve Bloor, who 
is a member of the Communist Party and still active, I believe, and his interest 
was primarily in the field of agriculture. He had gone to Washington, I be- 
lieve, for the purpose of seeing what kind of Communist penetration he could 
earry on in the agricultural field. 

“When he got there he discovered that the possibilities for organizing the 
Communist underground transcends the agricultural field, and either he or he 
and Peters then organized an apparatus, at last one apparatus of which I have 
knowledge, possibly others, which I can describe more in detail, if you wish. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Well, now, you have already described that for the record, but 
will you tell the committee whether Mr. Peters actively worked with you, with 
the Washington representatives of this underground movement? I mean, was 
he ever in Washington at the same time that you were? 

“Mr. Cuampers. Yes; Mr. Peters was in Washington when I was, on many 
occasions. ¢ 

“Mr. Nrxon. Did Mr. Peters introduce you to any of the members of this 
underground ? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Peters, eventually, I think, introduced me to all the 
members of the committee, either individually or as a group. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Individually and as a group both. Is that your testimony? Do 
you know whether or not Mr. Peters knew Mr. Alger Hiss? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Mr. Peters not only knew Mr. Alger Hiss but to the best of—I 
hate to use this phrase, to the best of my recollection, he introduced me, himself, 
to Mr. Hiss, I think in the presence of Harold Ware. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Have you ever seen Mr. Peters in the presence of Mr. Hiss? Can 
you say that? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes; definitely. 

“Mr. Nrxon. You can say that without qualifying to the best of your recol- 
lection? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Without any qualification. 

“Mr. Nixon. Now by what name was Peters known in Washington to this group? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Peter. 

“Mr. Nrxon. The name ‘Peter’? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. I suppose it’s sometimes Peters. 

“Mr. Nrxon. And did I understand you to say in previous testimony that it was 
Peters who arranged the transfer of a 1929 Ford automobile which Mr. Hiss 
owned ? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. That is true. 

“Mr. Nrxon. You know that by reason of what fact? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. I know that from Peters. 

“Mr. Nixon. From Peters and from who else? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Perhaps Mr. Hiss. I am reasonably sure that Mr. Hiss told 
me. Idon’t want to say absolutely, but Iam reasonably sure. 

“Mr. Nixon. Now how long did you know Mr. Peters during this period ? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. From about 1932 or 1933 until 1938. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Did you travel to and from New York and Washington with him 
on any occasion ? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes;I did. Both by train and by ear. 

“Mr. Nrxon. With Mr. Peters? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes, sir. The car might make an interesting aside. 

“Mr. Nixon. The what? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. The car might make an interesting aside. 

“Mr. Nixon. Yes? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. There was, at that time, working in the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, a Hungarian girl Communist who was living either as the wife or other- 
wise of Roy Hudson, a member of the Politburo, I believe, a maritime organizer 
of some kind, and it was in her car that we traveled down there together. What 
year that would be I am not quite certain, but I should think it might be 1936 
or something like that. 
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“CONTACTS WITH SOVIET AGENTS 


“Mr. Nixon. Was it just you and Mr. Peters alone in the car? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. No. The girl was driving. I don’t remember her name. 

“Mr. Nrxon. Mr. Chambers, you have testified that Mr. Peters was your imme- 
diate superior in the underground and, to the best of your knowledge, was the 
head of the entire underground movement in the United States. Can you tell 
the committee whether or not Mr. Peters was, during the time that you knew him, 
in contact with any agents of the Russian Government or the Russian Com- 
munist Party? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. It is my impression that he was, in a number of cases in which 
I do not know the details, and I can specify certain others. 

“Mr. Nixon. This impression was gathered from what Peters told you? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. In part, and in part from introductions which he made. 

“Mr. Nixon. In part from introductions? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. In other words, he introduced me to some of these people 
whom I will now describe, if you wish. 

“Mr. Nixon. I see. Well, now, can you tell the committee any specific example 
of Mr. Peters’ contact with agents of the Russian Government or the Russian 
Communist Party? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. Mr. Peters, around 1937, I believe, introduced me to a 
man under the name of Ewald, which I presume is E-v-o-r or E-w-a-l-d. It isa 
fairly common European name. Mister, or just Ewald, seemed to be a Russian, 
but I understood from Peters that he was a Lett, from Latvia. This Ewald later 
became internationally famous as the result of his disappearance. 

“Mr. Nixon. Well, the line that you were proceeding on. 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. All right. About 1937, I believe, two Americans traveling to 
Khurope under the name of Robinson dropped out of sight in Italy. They were 
then, I believe, traced on their way to Russia, traveling under another set of 
passports in the name of Rubins. 

“Mrs. Rubins said that she was happy in prison and did not wish to return to 
the United States, did not wish to have any help from Americans. Mr. Robinson- 
Rubins was Ewald. 

“Mr. Nrxon. He was Ewald. Now, do you know from any of your conversations 
with Peters whether he had any connection with this Robinson-Rubins-Ewald 
case that you have spoken about? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. I understood not only that he had connection with that 
case but I gather that, prior to that, Peters and this man Ewald had been working 
together securing false passports for birth certificates or naturalization papers 
on Which American passports could be secured. 

“Mr. Nixon. How were the passports on the Robinson-Rubins case obtained ? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. They were obtained in a rather unusual way. Instead of going 
through the usual channels, the Robinson-Rubins or their representatives went 
to one of the New York councilmen and the passports were issued through his 
office. Later, I believe it was established that clerks in his office were Com- 
munists or suspected Communists, and I understood from Mr. Peters that he had 
arranged the passport deal for Ewald-Robinson-Rubins. 

“Mr. Nixon. Mr. Peters arranged the passport deal. That is what he told you? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. Yes. 

“Mr. Nixon. Now, during the time that Peters was head of the underground, 
would you say that, during that time, he was working in the interests of the Gov- 
ernment of the Soviet Union rather than in the interests of the United States? 

“Mr. CHAMBERS. He was certainly not working in the interests of the United 
States. He was working against the interests of the United States. How directly 
he was working for the Government of the Soviet Union I don’t think I can say 
absolutely, but it is implied that every Communist, by the fact of being a Com- 
munist, is working for the Government of the Soviet Union.” 

(Whittaker Chambers wrote a book entitled “Witness” dealing with his experi- 
ences in the Communist Party. In this volume he deals extensively with the 
career of J. Peters. The book is quoted in part: ) 

“The Soviet espionage apparatus in Washington also maintained constant 
contact with the national underground of the American Communist Party in the 
person of its chief. He was a Hungarian Communist who had been a minor 
official in the Hungarian Soviet Government of Bela Kun. He was in the United 
States illegally and was known variously as J. Peters, Alexander Stevens, Isidore 
Boorstein, Mr. Silver, ete. His real name was Alexander Goldberger and he had 
studied law at the University of Debrecen in Hungary * * *” (pp. 32 and 33 


um t oo). 
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“The first time I met Peters in Washington we walked from the Union Station 
to a downtown restaurant. In New York Peters’ manner had always been that 
of a minor commissar—a little more human that the breed, for he had a sense 
of humor—but reserved, innately distrustful, secretive. In Washington he was 
like a king returned to his kingdom—suddenly gay and expansive. He enlarged 
on the party’s organizational and human resources in Washington, mentioning, 
among others, the man whose name he always pronounced ‘Awl-jur’—with a kind 
of drawling pleasure, for he took an almost parental pride in Alger Hiss. Then, 
with a little inclusive wave of his pudgy hand, he summed up. ‘Even in Germany 
under the Weimar Republic,’ said Peters, ‘the party did not have what we have 
here’ (p. 32 and 33). 

> * * s + = ” 

“The party moved at once to find out what had become of me. The day after 
my disappearance Colonel Bykov, the head of the Soviet apparatus, and J. Peters, 
the head of the underground Communist Party, U. S. A., paid a somewhat awe- 
some visit to ‘Paul.’ The mood of both chiefs was glum and that of Bykov rather 
desperate. This information, and what follows, was given me by Paul himself 
on a later occasion. 

“*Paul’ was the pseudonym of a secret Communist who had been turned over 
to the Soviet apparatus by the American Communist Party for the specific pur- 
pose of using his business to provide legal ‘cover’ for a Soviet underground 
apparatus to be set up in England. For various reasons, that apparatus was 
never set up. Instead, Paul provided legal ‘cover’ for a Soviet apparatus op- 
erating in Japan. 

“The world knew Paul better as Maxim Lieber, an authors’ agent, who 
handled, among others, the profitable marketing problems of Erskine Caldwell, 
author of Tobacco Road, God’s Little Acre and other best-selling fiction. Paul 
also handled Tobacco Road when it was made into a play which, lacing social 
consciousness with a dash of pornography, ran so long on Broadway that it closed 
at last chiefly because there was scarcely a literate American of playgoing age 
who had not seen it. This enabled Paul to buy a farm in Bucks County, Pa., 
which also played its small part in the underground. In 1938 Paul’s office was 
on Fifth Avenue in New York City. 

“Paul knew J. Peters from earlier days in the American Communist 
Party * * *” (p. 44). 

. ” * e » oe * 

“* * * Still later, J. Peters was to introduce me to a Soviet agent, who under 
the pseudonyms of Robinson and Rubens, was the center of a celebrated inter- 
national mystery. (He was also the subject of one of the little memos in Alger 
Hiss’ acknowledged handwriting which figured in the Hill trials) (p. 245). 

. 7 * =e a o . 


“Deals were freely made to win away key figures to the new regime. Some 
years later, J. Peters was to boast to me that, for a price, he had brought over 
the Hungarian section of the Communist Party to the Stalinists. The price, he 
explained complacently, had been his appointment as chief of the whole under- 
ground section of the American Communist Party” (p. 250 and 251). 

* = * * * * + 


“* * * T wrote through one night and by morning had completed a rather 
long story. It was about a farmers’ rising in the West and the part played in 
it by an intelligent Communist * * *. In Washington, one day, J. Peters sur- 
prised me by mentioning that he had been in Moscow when the stories appeared. 
He had fought fiercely to keep the State Publishing House from translating and 
publishing them. I asked him why. ‘They are against the party,’ he said, and 
we both dropped the touchy subject. At the time, I thought that Comrade 
Peters’ views were somewhat narrow. 

“I think now that anyone who has the patience to read those four stories will 
agree that I was wrong, and that Comrade Peters was right. For, in retrospect, 
it is easy to see that the stories are scarcely about communism at all. Commu- 
nism is the context in which they are told. What they are really about is the 
spirit of man in four basic commitments—in suffering, under discipline, in defeat, 
in death. In each it is not the political situation, but the spirit of man which 
is triumphant. The success of the stories was due to the fact that, for the first 
time, that spirit spoke to American Communists in a context and a language 
which it was permissible for them to hear. For the same reason, Peters feared 
the stories. For he rightly sensed that communism may never make truce with 
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the spirit of man. If it does, sooner or later it is the spirit of man that will 

always triumph, for it draws its strength from a deeper fountain” (pp. 261, 

263, and 264). 
= 7. * - + * s 

“Vacations for party members were not well thought of among Communists. 
But Max Bedacht announced one day that he felt need of a rest and change of 
scene, He would introduce me to a substitute who would act as contact with 
the apparatus during Max’s vacation. His replacement turned out to be my old 
acquaintance of Daily Worker days, J. Peters. Comrade Peters was no longer 
with the Hungarian Communist weekly. He had become head of the entire 
underground section of the American Communist Party. As such, he was one 
of the two or three most powerful men in the party. He was also a lurking 
figure of fate in the lives of millions of Americans who did not dream that he 
existed. 

“Peters, of course, never sat down and disclosed to me the exact dimensions 
or the complex detail of his invisible empire. But I could gain some idea of its 
scope from the practical questions that from time to time he raised with me. 
They ranged from personnel problems, involving men who were highly placed in 
the State and Treasury Departments, to a problem of spontaneous sabotage by 
the Communist secret cell in the airplane-propeller-casting room of an aluminum . 
company.’ He was in touch with Communists in the Narragansett Torpedo Base, 
in the Electric Boat Co. (submarines for the U. S. Navy), in the Department of 
Justice, and in Hollywood, whose thriving underground made him ecstatic. He 
was also in direct touch with a number of separate Soviet underground appa- 
ratuses. For he operated a special apparatus of his own for the wholesale pro- 
curement of birth certificates and naturalization papers and for tampering with 
official records—all a part of the important business of securing fraudulent 
passports. 

“Unlike Bedacht, Peters was eager to cooperate with Ulrich’s underground. 
For a time, I continued to deal separately with both men. Tactically, this was 
advantageous, for it tended to develop a ‘Socialist competition’ between them. 
Organizationally, it was undesirable because it doubled the risks of meeting, 
and all other risks. At last I gave Ulrich my opinion of Bedacht and Peters 
and asked him which I should retain as the contact. ‘There is a Turish proverb,’ 
said Ulrich. ‘It says: If you must choose between two wolves, a wolf that has 
eaten and a wolf that is hungry, choose the wolf that has eaten.’ Bedacht was 
the wolf that had eaten. But he had eaten too well. In the end, I retained 
Peters. Bedacht was never officially dropped. I simply ceased to see him. 
Peters became the exclusive contact with the Soviet underground (pp. 309 and 
310). 


* . « 2 s * * 


“* * * Somewhat breathlessly, Harold Ware reported to J. Peters, the head of 
the underground section of the American Communist Party, with whom Hall was 
in close touch, that the possibilities for Communist organization in Washington 
went far beyond farming. 

“I do not know how many of those young men and women were already Com- 
munists when Ware met them and how many joined the Communist Party because 
of him. His influence over them was personal and powerful. But about the time 
that Ulrich and Charlie were initiating me into the Gallery and invisible ink, 
Harold Ware and J. Peters were organizing the Washington prospects into the 
secret Communist group now known by Ware’s name—the Ware group. 

“Under oath, before the House Commmittee on Un-American Activities, Lee 
Pressman, in 1951, testified that he, Witt, Abt, and Kramer had been Communists 
and members of this group. He also gave an account of its organization which 
may well bear a sketchy resemblance to its first formative stage. But, by 1934, 
the Ware group had developed into a tightly organized underground, managed 
by a directory of seven men. In time it included a number of secret subcells 
whose total membership I can only estimate—probably about 75 Communists. 
Sometimes they were visited officially by J. Peters who lectured them on Com- 





1“According to Peters, the aluminum company had been oe by microscopic flaws 
in its propellers, the cause of which a careful check failed to reveal. The flaws were 
caused by members of the cell making tiny spitballs from the cellophane wrapping of their 
cigarette packs, and spitting them into the molten flux. Peters’ problem was whether to 
order this pointless sabotage to be stopped, and thereby risk dulling the revolutionary 
temper of the comrades, on whether to wink at it and thereby risk eventual detection. 
I have forgotten what he decided” (p. 310). 
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munist organization and Leninist theory and advised them on general policy and 
specific problems. For several of them were so placed in the New Deal agencies 
(notably Alger Hiss, Nathan Witt, John Abt, and Lee Pressman) that they were 
in a position to influence policy at several levels. 

“They were so well-placed that the thought had occurred to Comrade Peters, 
and no doubt to others, that such human material could be used more effectively, 
and moreover, that it was poor organization to leave so many promising Com- 
munists in one large group where everybody knew everybody else. Peters pro- 
posed to separate the most likely ones (an almost invariable underground prac- 
tice) and place them in another distinct underground—a parallel apparatus— 
much more rigorously segregated and subdivided. When advisable, other Com- 
munists would be added to this special apparatus from other undergrounds in 
Washington. For the Ware group was not the only Communist underground in 
the capital. This task Peters assigned to me (p. 335). 

* * * * * . * 7 

“I knew of Miss Smedley as the author of Daughter of Earth, a novel about 
her Western girlhood, and as a persistent spokesman for the Chinese Communists. 
I asked Peters to arrange a meeting for me with her so that I could introduce a 
friend (Don) to her. I said that it would be unnecessary for Peters to go along 
(I did not want him to see Don) since I would easily recognize Miss Smedley from 
her pictures. I met her in an Automat on 72d Street in New York. Peters had 
not told her whom she was going to meet and she was extremely surprised and 
distrustful at meeting a stranger (p. 366). 

4 * * *” + * a 

“J. Peters, whom I was seeing regularly, gave the Washington activity a sud- 
den new turn. I have already mentioned his plans for financing the American 
Communist underground with the help of the Russians. One day, by way of 
broaching this idea, he observed that, until the first 5-year plan began in the 
Soviet Union (circa 1929), the Communist International had subsidized the 
American Communist Party. During the rigors of the 5-year plan, that subsidy 
had been stopped, and the American Communist Party had been ordered to sup- 
port itself. ‘The beggars of the Machavaya,’ as Comrade Stalin sometimes graci- 
ously called the representatives of the foreign Communist Parties (after the Mos- 
cow address of the Communist International), would now have to beg elsewhere. 
This, said Peters, had worked great hardships. Therefore, he had contrived a 
plan whereby the Russian Communists might continue to finance the American 
Communist Party—for services rendered. Through the Ware group and others, 
Peters had access to Government documents. He proposed to connect me with 
the right people who would turn such documents over to me. Peters would pro- 
vide me with a Leica camera. I would copy the documents, return them to whom- 
ever gave them to me and turn the copies over to Bill. If he were interested, 
Bill would pay for them. Peters appealed to me, as an American Communist, to 
cooperate (pp. 369 and 370). 


* * * * * a * 





PROBLEMS OF THE UNDERGROUND 


“T had reference to an episode that occurred while Alger was living at P Street. 
His position with the munitions investigation had become so strong that he him- 
self proposed to me that he could use the authority of the Senate committee to 
secure confidential documents from the State Department, which I could then 
photograph and turn over to the Communist Party. 

“I discussed the problem with Peters. He was again excited by the possi- 
bility of selling material to Bill. I told Alger to go ahead. In the name of the 
Senate Munitions Investigating Committee, he requested certain documents from 
the State Department. The State Department was reluctant, but, in view of the 
popular excitement about the committee’s investigation, no doubt thought it 
advisable to release a few documents. These Alger brought home. I photo- 
graphed them in his P Street house (p. 375). 

* e * + * a t 


“* * * Peters came down especially from New York for an election meeting of 
the leading committee of the group. There was a long discussion in the living 
room of Henry Collins’ apartment. I was in the apartment at the time, but I 
took no part in the discussion. I sat alone in the dining room, reading. 

“At last Peters joined me. He was worried. A crisis, he said, had developed 
in the group. Victor Perlo believed that he should succeed Ware as group leader. 
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He was being stubborn and surly about it. All the other members of the lead- 
ership believed that Nathan Witt was Ware’s natural heir. A deadlock had re- 
sulted, for, though the rest might easily have outvoted Perlo, they did not wish 
to risk trouble in the group by alienating him. Peters was also for Witt. So was 
I. But Peters did not wish to use his authority to act against any member of 
the group in favor of another member. Peters asked me if I would come in and, 
since my personal authority was high with the group, give my reasons why I was 
for Witt (p. 379). 
% * * * * BS * 

“In 1937, Colonel Boris Bykov decided that we should again make an attempt 
to recruit Duggan. From Peters I had learned that Frederick Vanderbilt Field 
(recently in and out of court and jail in New York in connection with bail for some 
of the convicted Communist leaders) was also a great friend of Duggan. For 
the express purpose of recruiting Duggan, J. Peters introduced me to Fred Field 
in New York. The great-grandson of Commodore Vanderbilt took me to lunch, 
appropriately at the Vanderbilt Hotel, and I watched with some amusement the 
casual way in which my millionaire comrade signed the chit (p. 382). 

co aK * * * * * 

“I met Richard once or twice afterwards, simply because Peters had business 
with him and I was seeing a good deal of Peters. Richard, Peters explained to 
me, was not a happy man. The chief of his international apparatus was known 
as ‘Starik’ (Russian for old man). Starik was also a Lett and Richard’s pro- 
tector. Starik had just been removed and Richard was afraid that he had been 
liquidated (the purge was on). I did not know that Starik was really General 
Berzin, and that he was not only Richard's international chief, but mine. Nor did 
I guess that Starik’s removal might have had something to do with the strange, 
delayed history of the English apparatus. Least of all did I realize that Starik’s 
removal was a stride in Stalin’s consolidation of power and that it meant that 
the GPU had moved in on the military intelligence, most of whose chiefs were 
about to be secretly shot, together with much of its personnel, including 
Richard (p. 398). 

* * * * * % * 

“One day, Peters reported that Richard was much cheered up. The rumors 
were false. Starik had not been removed. Richard had received a friendly 
message from him, pointing out that Richard had been away from ‘home’ a long 
time, that he deserved a rest and inviting him back for the celebration (Russians 
are epicures of a grim irony) of the October Revolution. The letter was gen- 
uine, for Richard had recognized Starik’s signature. With Peters’ help, Richard 
began to prepare to return to Moscow. 

“ * * * Richard applied for both passports through the county clerk’s office 
where three contacts of J. Peters’ underground apparatus were employed. 
After Richard received the passport in the Robinson name, he had the Robinson 
pictures replaced by pictures of himself and his wife. But the application filed 
in the State Department still bore the Robinson pictures * * * (p. 399). 

% * * a * ae x 

“It came at the end of a weeping autumn day. J. Peters had walked me up 
Fifth Avenue. It was early evening. The rush-hour traffic was jamming Fifth 
Avenue and the rush-hour crowds were jamming the intersections. At 49th 
Street we were held up by the traffic and the crowd. Peters peered across in 
front of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and said: ‘There’s our man.’ Neither of us then 
knew any name for him. Peters, who had already been connected with him in 
ways I never asked about, was there to connect me with him (p. 405, 406). 

a * * * * * % 

“That was the beginning of my acquaintance with Col. Boris Lbykov, whose 
behavior baffled me beyond anything I had met with, even in a Russian. It was 
only very slowly, as we continued to rush down streets and on and off conveyances, 
that I realized that Bykov was frightened. 

“At that time, I did not know that his real name was Boris Bykov or that 
he was a pathological coward—that under certain unexpected preSsures, or in 
special situations, like his arrival in a strange country whose language he 
could not speak, his nerves came apart in rage, fear, and suspicion. Those facts, 
and Bykovs name, I was to learn 2 years later from Gen. Walter Krivitsky. 
Bykov had once been sent to assist Krivitsky in a Soviet espionage group in 
Fascist Italy. After a fortnight of the same kind of panic that I witnessed in 
New York, Bykov had to be sent back to Moscow because his flagrant terror 
endangered the whole apparatus (p. 407). 

* * * * * * * 
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“I went to J. Peters, who was in Washington constantly in 1937, and whom I 
also saw regularly in New York. I explained the problem to him and asked 
for a Communist in the Treasury Department who could ‘control’ White. Peters 
suggested Dr. Harold Glasser, who certainly seemed an ideal man for the 
purpose, since he was White’s assistant, one of several Communists whom White 
himself had guided into the Treasury Department. 

“Peters released Dr. Glasser from the American Communist underground and 
lent him to the Soviet underground * * * (pp. 429, 430). 


“A few days later I introduced Lee Pressman to Dr. Rosenbliett. The meet- 
ing took the form of a late breakfast at Sacher’s restaurant on Madison 
Avenue near 42d Street in New York. I soon left Pressman and the doctor 
together. I met Lee at least once afterward. He told me that Dr. Rosenbliett 
had connected him with a Russian named ‘Mark.’ Later on, J. Peters told me 
that Pressman and Mark in the course of an airplane flight to Mexico City, in 
connection with arms purchases for Republican Spain, had been forced down 
near Brownsville, Tex. Mark had been worried that newsmen or security agents 
might pry into the passenger list” (p. 435). 

(On August 24, 1948, Mr. Louis F. Budenz, former managing editor of the 
Daily Worker, amplified this testimony :) 

“Mr. Srrrptine. As head of the underground, would it be the duties of Peters 
to come to Washington and contact persons who were employed in the Govern- 
ment? 

“Mr. Bupenz. In 1936 and 1937, to be specific, Peters was one of the busiest 
men on the ninth floor of the party. There were all sorts of mysterious people 
there to see him. When I say ‘mysterious,’ they were not accounted for, 
they waited for him, and he had a certain air of secrecy about him. That may 
seem strange, to put it that way, but the thing is, for example, there were many 
precautions to get to see him, and, in addition to that, you always had to indicate 
what name, even below, within the apparatus, what name you knew him by. 
That is why he was so abrupt with me when I addressed him personally by the 
wrong name, because I was supposed to ask on the telephone for the new name. 

“Now, the thing is, it was Peters—to give the background of it just a moment, 
and it may seem to little wide of the question, but it was Peters who advised me 
that the conspiratorial apparatus of the party was the most important apparatus. 
He asked me when I came up there one day, did I know the Communist Party 
well, and I said that I did, I thought. Then, he told me that I did not know it 
at all, that the part I saw was only a very small part of the party. The most 
important part was the conspiratorial apparatus. That was preparatory to my 
being introduced to the NKVD, the Soviet secret police here in the United States, 
by Golos. 

“But Peters was known within the official apparatus and advised me himself 
that he was engaged in conspiratorial work. He had to advise me so that I 
would understand how to approach him, how to deal with him, and how not to 
approach him when it was necessary in his work. 

> o * > ~ * * 

“* * * For example, I know that J. Peters was in charge of conspiratorial work 
for the party. I know that Mr. Golos was not only chairman of the control 
commission of the party, secretly, and directing the disciplining of the party 
members, but that he was engaged in this secret work. 

“T know, likewise, that Washington was a matter of great interest to the Com- 
munist Party, and I do know that Mr. Peters was deeply interested in Washing- 
ton. I could not follow all his contacts here, but I know that a great part of his 
conspiratorial work had to do with Washington, because of observations he made 
to me, safeguards that he threw on our conversations, and the like.” 

(Louis F. Budenz testified further on January 15, 1952, with regard to the 
activities of J. Peters as follows :) 

“Mr. TAVENNER. Who was J. Peters? 

“Mr. Bupenz. J. Peters, as I testified in his deportation proceedings, con- 
fronting him as a witness, was the liaison officer between the Communist Inter- 
national apparatus in this country and the Soviet secret police operating here. 
He stated that to me himself, and I knew enough of his activities to know that 
that was correct. 

“Mr. TAVENNER. Was he deported as a result of the hearings before the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service? 

“Mr. Bupenz. He agreed to leave the country, although the deportation was 
clearly to be ordered. 
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“Mr. BupEeNz (continuing) * * * in the fall of 1935, immediately after I joined 
the Communist Party, I had to make many reports to J. Peters in regard to the 
Trotzkyite organization. At his request, I had established contacts within that 
organization, and they were reporting to me, giving to me the proceedings of 
the national committee of the Trotzkyites, their various important meetings, 
and like. 

“These I relayed to Peters, but had to deliver them personally” (p. 2209, Com- 
munist Press in the Communist Conspiracy, 1952, HUAC, Jan. 15, 1952). 


PETERS (STEVENS) TESTIFIES 


(Alexander Stevens (J. Peters) testified before a congressional committee on 
August 30, 1948, as follows:) 

“Mr. StrreLine. Will you please state your full name and your present address 
for the record. 

“Mr. Srevens. Alexander Stevens, 8346 118th Street, Kew Gardens, Long 
Island. 

“Mr. Srrrprinc. Where were you born, Mr. Stevens? 

“Mr. STEvENS. Cop, formerly Hungary. 

“Mr. Srrrrine. When did you first enter the United States? 

“Mr. STEVENS. 1924. 

“Mr. StrrpLine. At what port of entry? 

“Mr. Stevens. New York. 

“Mr. STRIPLING. New York. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

“Mr. STEVENS. No. 

“Mr. SrripLtinc. Have you ever applied for citizenship? 

“Mr. Stevens. I did. 

“Mr. STRIPLING. When? 

“Mr. STevens. I don’t remember the exact date. Five, 6 years or so after I 
arrived here. 

“Mr. Srrrprina. What is the status of your papers at the present time? 

“Mr. STevENS. I never get a satisfactory answer for my application, I think 
I applied once or twice after that. 

“Mr. StrrpLtine. Mr. Stevens, are you a member of the Communist Party? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the first and fifth 
amendment to the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend to 
incriminate or degrade me. 

“Mr. SrrrPLtine. Have you ever held any positions in the Communist Party of 
the United States? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the first and fifth 
amendment to the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend to 
incriminate or degrade me. 

“Mr. STRIPLING. Have you ever been known under the name of J. Peters? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the first amendment and 
fifth amendment of the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

“Mr. SrripLtine. Did you ever serve in the United States as the representa- 
tive of the Communist International of the Communist Party? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment and 
first amendment to the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

“Mr. Strirerine. You refuse to answer whether or not you ever acted as a 
representative of the Communist International? 

“Mr. STEVENS. I decline to answer that question on the ground that it will 
incriminate me, under the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

“Mr. Srrirpiine. Is your signature, the name J. Peters, Mr. Stevens? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution, on the ground that it might tend to incriminate me or degrade 
me. 

“Mr. Srriptine. Did you ever travel on a passport to the Soviet Union under 
the name of Isidore Boorstein? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment of 
the Constitution. It might tend to incriminate me. 

“Mr. Srriptine. Have you ever been known by any other name other than 
Alexander Stevens? 

“Mr. Srevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution, because it might tend to incriminate me. 
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“Mr. StRrPLine. Mr. Stevens, the charge has been made before the committee 
by Whittaker Chambers that you directed an underground apparatus which 
operated in the Federal Government beginning in 1934. Did you ever participate 
or direct the operation of any apparatus which was under the control of the 
Communist Party for the purpose of infiltrating the Federal Government? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the first and fifth 
amendments to the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend to 
incriminate or degrade me. 

“Mr. Strrptine. Do you know Whittaker Chambers? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to that question under the fifth amendment of the 
Constitution, on the ground that my answer might degrade and incriminate me. 

“Mr. Srrrptinc. Will you stand up, please? 

“Mr. Stevens, this individual is Whittaker Chambers. Have you ever seen this 
individual before in your life? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer. 
ae Srrrptinc. Did you know him under the name of Whittaker Chambers 
n 1934? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question, on the ground that it would 
incriminate me under the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

“Mr. Stripitine. Did you know him in 1935? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment of 
the Constitution, as it may incriminate me. 

® - “are SrrretinGc. Mr. Stevens, do you know an individual by the name of Alger 
iss? 

“Mr. Stevens. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution, on the ground that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

“Mr. Strrprine. Mr. Chairman, in order to expedite the hearing, if it is agree- 
able with counsel, I am going to ask this witness if he knows of 20 or 30 indi- 
viduals, and if the same answer is agreeable with counsel, will it be agreeable 
with the committee, to avoid the repetition? 

“Mr. McDowE LL. That we assume that his refusal to answer is on the grounds 
that it may tend to incriminate him? 

“Mr. Srrrpitine. Under the fifth amendment. Is that correct? 

“Mr. McDoweE Lt. Is that agreeable to counsel? 

“Miss Kino. It is agreeable. 

“Mr. Strrrprine. If special reasons arise, you may add them, but if not, you 
are claiming only this particular ground and so state. 

“Mr. McDowEL.. Proceed. I want you to pay particular attention to the names 
he mentions to be sure you know what your answer is going to be. Proceed. 

“Mr. Srrrprine. Donald Hiss. 

“Mr. STeveNs. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srriptine. Henry Collins. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srripirne. John Abt. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Strrprine. Lee Pressman. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srrrpiine. Victor Perlo. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srrrprrne. Abraham George Silverman. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srerprine. Mrs. Alger Hiss. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srrretine. Did you ever know an individual by the name of Harold Ware? 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. Srrrptine. Mr. Chairman, I am going to ask Mr. Russell to read the list. 

“Mr. Russev_vt. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe.v. Solomon Adler. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russetit. Norman Bursler. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russevyi. Frank Coe. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe... Lauchlin Currie. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. RussELu. Bela Gold. 
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“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseE.u. Sonia Gold. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe_y. William Gold. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseLtyt. Abraham George Silverman. 

“Mr. Stevens. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseLyt. William Taylor. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russet... William Ludwig Ulimann. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russet. Victor Perlo. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe_t. Edward J. Fitzgerald. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseLy. Harold Glasser. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RussELL. Charles Kramer. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russeiyi. Charles Krivitsky. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RussELL. Solomon Lischinsky. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe.yt. Harry Magdoff. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RuSsELL. Allan Rosenberg. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RussELL. Donald Niven Wheeler. 

“Mr. STevENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russe_ut. Michael Greeenberg. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RUSSELL. Joseph Gregg. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RUSSELL. Maurice Halperin. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Russel. J. Julius Joseph. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseLu. Duncan Chaplin Lee. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusSELL. Robert T. Miller. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseELL. Willard or William Z. Park. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. : 

“Mr. RusseELL. Bernard Redmont. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RusseLt. Helen Tenney. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. RUSSELL. William Walter Remington. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer. 

“Mr. Striptine. Nathan Witt. 

“Mr. STEVENS. Same answer.” 

(The above-named individuals were named as members of an underground 
ring of the Communist Party operating within the Government by Elizabeth 
Bentley and Whittaker Chambers. ) 


IMMIGRATION STATUS OF ALEXANDER STEVENS OR ALEXANDER GOLDBERGER OR J. PETERS 
OBR ISIDORE BOORSTEIN OR BOORSTEIN, OR STEVE MILLER 


J. Peters first entered the United States on February 10, 1924, at New York, 
for permanent residence. His last reentry into the United States was on Sep- 
tember 5, 1928, with a reentry permit. However, although this last reentry is 
verified from official records, it is known that he departed and reentered the 
United States a number of times subsequent to 1928, since it has been established 
that he was present at the Lenin School in Moscow during the years 1931 and. 
1932. J. Peters was a Comintern agent from Moscow, although his official 
positions within the Communist Party apparatus were known to be district 
organizer of the New York district of the Communist Party and organizational 
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secretary for the same district. It is also known and it has been established 
that J. Peters was head of the Communist espionage apparatus in the United 
States. 

He was arrested for deportation proceedings on October 8, 1947, and released 
on that date on $5,000 bond. Warrant hearings were held during August and 
September 1948. 

A warrant for Peters’ deportation was issued on April 12, 1949. On May 3, 
1949, an order was entered granting the subject voluntary departure from the 
United States under the outstanding warrant of deportation. On May 6, 1949, 
he departed from the United States by plane from New York on KLM plane to 
Hungary via Holland. 

Mr. MANDEL. Is Peters now in this country? 

Mr. LAUTNER. No. 

Mr. MANDEL. Well, how did it happen that he is no longer in this country? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Well, he was under bail to the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and in 1949 there came a time where there was some understanding 
made between the Service and the attorneys of J. Peters that the bail would 
be lifted if he would voluntarily depart from the United States. This happened 
some time in the early summer of 1949. My recollection is that on Friday, on 
this very same day, when his bail was lifted, by the Immigrational and Naturali- 
zation Service, we had a very intimate little dinner somewhere around Fourth 
Street and Second Avenue in a little restaurant, and the people that I recall 
being there were Gus Hall, John Williamson, myself, May Miller, possibly Jack 
Stachel, but I am not certain, Stretch Johnson, and Ann Rollins, and others— 
altogether about 12 to 15 people. John Williamson spoke—Henry Winston was 
also there—where John Williamson praised the activities of J. Peters. And 
John Williamson, in substance, said that if he had to search and seek in his 
mind any single individual who made a more significant contribution to the 
growth and development of the Communist Party in the United States he could 
not find such other person in his mind. That was a terrific recognition for Peters’ 
services for the Communist Party in the United States. 

The next morning, Saturday morning, he went out to Idlewild Airport, took 
a KLM plane and left the United States. The day before, Ann Rollins, his wife, 
I spoke to her, and he had told me she was going downtown to the Hungarian 
Consulate to pick up a Hungarian passport for him, J. Peters. So, J. Peters 
became a Hungarian citizen before he left the United States. 

Mr. MANDEL. Now, have you heard anything about the career of Peters since 
he left this country? 

Mr. LAuTNER. Yes; I got a letter from him at one time in which he asked me 
to clip all the newspapers relating to the Whittaker Chambers’ testimony and 
the trial of Hiss, in 1949. 

I did that and these clippings were mailed to him by Zoltan Deak, editor of 
the Hungarian Communist paper in New York. 

At that time, in his letter, when Peters asked for these clippings he also said 
that his assignment in Hungary by the party was to be in charge of all publi- 
cations that go to Hungarian Communist Party members and sympathizers 
throughout the world. So, Peters was building again a worldwide network of 
contacts through these publications, through the publication project for the 
Hungarian Communist Party. 

Mr. MANDEL. Thank you, Mr. Lautner. 
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